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Wishing our readers  
a healthy and happy 
Thanksgiving.

Above left: Jewish National Book Month, sponsored by the Jewish Book 
Council based in New York, encourages the purchase and reading of books 
with Jewish significance. In 1925, Fanny Goldstein, a librarian at the West 
End Branch of the Boston Public Library, set up an exhibit of Judaic books 
and used it as a focus of what she called Jewish Book Week. In 1927, the 
event was adopted by communities around the country. See books and 
reviews on pages 12-13.

Poster/Gena Feith
Above right:  Violins of Hope, a major exhibit curated at 
the Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage in Cleveland is a 
community-wide collaboration of Case Western Reserve 
University, the Cleveland Orchestra, the Cleveland 
Institute of music among others. See story and trip and 
program announcements on pages, 6, 13, and 16.

Below right: Valley women decorated bras, like the one 
seen here, as part of  the “Uplift” breast cancer aware-
ness program. See story on page 22.
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Commentary

ROME – Pope Francis welcomed 
over a hundred leaders of the World 
Jewish Congress on Wednesday and 
issued a strong condemnation of anti-
Semitism. At a private audience with 
WJC President Ronald S. Lauder in the 
morning, the pontiff made it clear that 
outright attacks against Israel’s existence 
is a form of anti-Semitism.

“To attack Jews is anti-Semitism, but 
an outright attack on the State of Israel 
is also anti-Semitism. There may be po-
litical disagreements between govern-
ments and on political issues, but the 
State of Israel has every right to exist in 
safety and prosperity,” Pope Francis told 
Lauder and his delegation.

Jews and Catholics today marked 
the anniversary of the 1965 declaration 
Nostra Aetate, which condemned anti-
Semitism and completely transformed 
and improved relations between Jews 
and Catholics.

Lauder praised the Pope for this pow-
erful message and said relations between 
the two faiths were stronger than they 
had ever been before. The WJC president 
added: “Pope Francis does not simply 
make declarations. He inspires people 
with his warmth and his compassion. 
His clear and unequivocal support for 
the Jewish people is critical to us.”

Nearly 150 delegates and observers 
from the World Jewish Congress Gov-
erning Board took part in the public 
audience with the Pope in St. Peter’s 
Square on Wednesday. The delegates 
were in Rome for the Board’s annual 
meeting.

Recalling Nostra Aetate, a decla-
ration adopted on 28 October 1965 
by the Second Vatican Council, Pope 
Francis told the crowd in the square: 
“Indifference and opposition were 
transformed into cooperation and 

benevolence. Enemies and strangers 
have become friends and brothers. The 
Council, with the declaration Nostra 
Aetate, paved the way. It said yes to 
the rediscovery of the Jewish roots of 
Christianity, and no to any form of an-
ti-Semitism and condemnation of any 
insult, discrimination and persecution 
derived from that.”

On Tuesday, the WJC Governing 
Board, representing over 100 Jewish 
communities around the world, held 
discussions which focused on the im-
plications facing Jewish communities in 
light of the various conflicts in the Mid-
dle East, including the threat of jihadist 
terrorism.

The governing board reaffirmed its 

continued support of a two-state solu-
tion and urged Israel and the Palestinian 
Authority to resume peace talks without 
preconditions as soon as possible.

The board also called on the inter-
national community to maintain and, 
if necessary, expand sanctions on Iran 
until there is verification and interna-
tional acceptance of Iran’s compliance 
with all the conditions of the nuclear 
deal.

Concerning the refugee crisis, the 
delegates passed a resolution calling on 
the international community to provide 
refugees with sanctuary irrespective of 
origin or religion, recalling the Talmu-
dic maxim that says “He who saves a 
single life saves the whole world.”

Pope Francis meets with leaders of World Jewish 
Congress, affirms attacking Israel is anti-Semitic

Pope Francis meets with World Jewish Congress leaders at the Vatican on Oct. 28. From left: 
WJC Governing Board Chairman David de Rothschild, WJC President Ronald S. Lauder, Pope 
Francis, WJC Treasurer Chella Safra, WJC Vice President and President of Latin American 
Jewish Congress Jack Terpins, CEO Robert Singer and Executive Director of Latin American 
Jewish Congress Claudio Epelman.

(Continued on page 13) 

Jewish-Catholic relations 50 Years after Nostra Aetate: a community conversation
A community conversation featuring 

a  presentation by Bishop George Murry 
with participation from local Rabbis 
will take place on Wednesday, Nov. 11, 
at 7 p.m. at the Jewish Community Cen-
ter of Youngstown, 505 Gypsy Lane.

The event which is free and open to 

the public includes a dessert reception 
and coffee. 

R.S.V.P. to Nancy Sentelik (330) 
746-3250 x 108 or NSentelik@JewishY-
oungstown.org

The relationship between the Catho-
lic and Jewish communities remains 

strong on the international, national, 
and local levels. The ground-breaking 
declarations made 50 years ago in Nos-
tra Aetate have yielded, more than a 
generation later, a relationship that is 
deep and enduring. Section 4 of Nostra 

(Continued on p.  5)

JCRC brings civil 
rights leaders to 
JCC during Non 
Violence Week

Photo/Jewish Journal

Civil Rights leader Minniejean Brown Trickey

When MinnieJean Brown went to 
school at Little Rock High School one 
day in 1957, she didn’t expect to be ac-
companied by 1,000 federal troops. But 
then-Arkansas Gov. Orville Faubus had 
been committed to keeping the schools 
segregated in defiance of the 1954 U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling that declared 
segregation in public schools unconsti-
tutional.

The court had mandated that all pub-
lic schools in the country be integrated 
“with all deliberate speed,” but Faubus 
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NOVEMBER 15 is the deadline for articles and ads for the  
DECEMBER 2015 issue.

What’s in this month’s Jewish Journal?

Candle-Lighting Times

Nov. 6 4:54 p.m.

Nov. 13 4:47 p.m.

Nov. 20 4:42 p.m.

Nov. 27 4:38 p.m.
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Lunch & Learn
IsraAid- The Israel Forum

for International Humanitarian Aid

November 24, 2015
11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Free event
R.S.V.P by 11.17.2015 
Gerez@jewishyoungstown.org

330-746-3251 ext.159

In the last few weeks, Israel, my 
country, has been under a renewed 
wave of terrorist attacks. Nine Israelis 
have been murdered, and at least 30 
have been injured (along with 30 Pal-
estinians) in more than 40 incidents 
of knife stabbing, stones and Molotov-
cocktail throwing, running over by cars 
and shooting. 

Why do I use the word “renewed”? 
Unfortunately, because this is not the 
first time (and more unfortunately — 
not the last time) that Israel is facing 
this kind of reality.

This current wave, as opposed to 
previous ones, is not organized by the 
terror organizations themselves, but by 
“normal” Palestinian teenagers (mostly) 
who are taking knives from their kitch-
en drawers, and going out to stab the 
first Jew they find. 

Nevertheless, these “Lone Wolves” 
are being praised by the terrorist leaders, 
they are considered to be heroes in so-
cial media, and even Mahmoud Abbas, 
president of the Palestinian Authority, 
has called them “shahid’s”— Martyrs.

Today more than ever, it feels as if the 
word peace can only be found in the dic-
tionary, not to mention the discussion 
about any future agreement. 

This situation takes us  back 20 years 
to Nov. 4, 1995, the day that Israeli Prime 
minister Yitzhak Rabin was murdered. 
This is a discouraging coincidence, pre-
cisely the days when we recognize two 
decades since that notorious murder. 

The conflict rises again in the head-
lines, and not in a positive context.

I see a connection between the 
past and the present on two levels. 
First of all, I believe that along with 
Rabin, the peace process died as well, 
buried under mountains of political in-
terests and wars. Second, the cause that 
led to Rabin’s murder was the same fac-
tor that brought the current wave of ter-

ror upon us —  incitement.
The days and months before Nov. 

4, 1995, were times of hope: hope for 
peace, prosperity and coexistence. But 
those were also days of hatred. When 
demonstrations of rage were unleashed, 
people were calling Rabin a “murder-
er” and a “traitor,” while presenting his 
image in the uniform of an SS officer. 
At the bitter end of that incitement, a 
young law student named Yigal Amir, 
25, took a gun and shot Prime Minis-
ter Rabin to death at the end of a giant 
peace demonstration.

The incitement loaded the gun, 
Yigal Amir pulled the trigger. Just 
as in the last three weeks, youngsters 
from both sides are also pulling the trig-
ger of their own incitement. 

While I know that there is a big dif-
ference in the severity and frequency of 
actions between the two sides as well as 
in the level of incitement, I cannot ig-
nore the fact that this conflict has always 
been bilateral, and accordingly, the re-
sponsibility to end it.

There is a small room for hope. A 
Hebrew song says, “It’s always darkest 
before the break of dawn.” If this can be 
implicit in our condition, then I can find 
comfort by saying that these are some 
very dark days. I can also see today, 
unlike the past, that social media have 
brought people from both sides to talk 
to each other rather than just to con-
front, and there have even been some 
joint demonstrations for peace, stating: 
“Jews and Arabs refuse to be enemies.”

When there seems to be no solution 
on the horizon from our leaders, this 
is the time for a direct dialog between 
the people, and maybe — just maybe —  
hence will come salvation.

 Gon Erez

Between Yitzhak Rabin  
and the “Third Intifada”

Schlichim

Yotam Polizer, program coordina-
tor for IsraAID will speak about his hu-
manitarian work and what it’s like to be 
on the front lines of a major disaster.

IsraAID, founded in 2001, is a non-
profit, non-governmental organization 
committed to providing life-saving di-
saster relief and long term support. For 
over a decade, its teams of professional 
medics, search and rescue squads, post-
trauma experts, and community mobi-
lizers, have been first on the front lines 
of nearly every major humanitarian re-
sponse in the 21st century. 

IsraAID’s mission is to efficiently 
support and meet the changing needs of 
populations as they strive to move from 
crisis to reconstruction/rehabilitation, 
and eventually, to sustainable living.

At the end of November, IsraAID is 
sponsoring a Can Haiti Grow?  confer-
ence. The meeting features Haiti and 
Israel - Partners in Recovery and Devel-
opment with Sean Penn as the keynote 
speaker.

 Professionalism
One of our trademarks is our ability 

to draw from ever expanding networks 
of highly experienced professionals. 
From world leading therapists to top 

agronomists, we offer innovative so-
lutions and day-to-day sustainability 
through our team of seasoned and dedi-
cated aid workers.

Innovation & Dynamism
Every crisis is different, and so are 

the people it affects. After more than a 
decade operating in some of the most 
challenging and unstable environments 
around the globe, we have been able to 
create an efficient framework of sup-
port for both long term and short term 
needs. 

Partnership & Sustainability
It is our belief that the local popula-

tion must be involved at every stage of a 
project – from planning to implementa-
tion, all the way to the final monitoring 
and evaluation. For this reason, we have 
built strong connections with all sig-
nificant parties operating in each region 
such as government, international and 
national organizations, and the local 
communities themselves.

As the refugee camps in Jordan swell, 
and the needs for short and long-term 
support are increasing, IsraAID contin-
ues to provide emergency family pack-
ages. Each package is enough for one 
family of 6-8 people for one month.

Don’t forget the Lunch and Learn on Friday, Nov. 6, at noon at the JCC. Mohammed 
Darawshe, speaker for the Inter-Agency Task Force in Israel, will discuss Jewish-Arab 
relations in Israel. Lunch reservations should have been made by Oct. 30.  
For further information, contact Gon Erez at 330 746-3251 ext. 159 or  
Gerez@jewishyoungstown.org
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Oil discovered 
in Israel’s Golan 
Heights
Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org 

While the fates of Israel’s Tamar, Le-
viathan, and Tanin offshore natural gas 
reserves have yet to be decided, oil has 
been discovered in the Jewish state’s 
Golan Heights region, Israel’s Channel 2 
reported recently.

According to the report, recent ex-
ploratory drilling on the Golan has lo-
cated a reserve of enough oil to supply 
Israel’s needs for many years to come.

The Ofek company, which conduct-
ed the drilling on the southern Golan 
Heights, claims that the reserve contains 
nearly 1 billion barrels of black gold.

Ofek chief geologist Dr. Yuvel Bar-
tov told Channel 2, “We’re talking 
about a 350-meter (1,100-foot) thick 
layer, and the deciding factor is the po-
rous thickness. Layers average 20 to 30 
meters (70-100 feet) deep. Here, there’s 
10 times what other locations contain, 
which means a significant amount. 
What is important to know is that 
the shale contains oil, and we know it 
does.”

The question now is how worthwhile 
producing oil from the reserve would be 
and how much it would cost to do so. 
Global oil prices are plummeting, and 
the high cost of drilling for and extract-
ing the oil could make the venture non-
cost effective.

By Maayan Jaffe/JNS.org 

In the fourth shooting at a U.S. col-
lege campus since August, 10 people 
were killed Oct. 1 when a 26-year-old 
gunman opened fire in a classroom at 
Umpqua Community College in south-
ern Oregon. Many would be surprised 
to learn that part of the solution to the 
American school shooting epidemic 
might be found in Israel.

School shooters present a challenge 
to both forensic psychiatry and law en-
forcement agencies. But new research 
by Prof. Yair Neuman, a member of the 
Homeland Security Institute at Ben-Gu-
rion University of the Negev, is showing 
promise.

Profiling techniques
Together with James L. Knoll, a fo-

rensic psychiatrist at State University of 
New York, Neuman says he has devel-
oped a personality profiling technique 
that automates the identification of po-
tential school shooters by analyzing per-
sonality traits that appear in their writ-
ings. The tool, which as been written up 
in the Frontiers in Psychiatry journal, 
uses “vector semantics.” This involves 
constructing a number of vectors repre-
senting personality dimensions and dis-
orders. The vectors are then analyzed by 
a computer to measure their similarity 
with texts written by the human subject.

Neuman explains that the tool helps 
identify key diagnoses that can lead to vi-
olence, such as depressive personality dis-
order or narcissism. He says it can identify 
youths who suffer from exclusion, bully-
ing, or other challenges and get them help 
before something tragic happens.

Neuman selected writings from six 
shooters involved in high-profile sce-
narios, including the 2007 Virginia Tech 
massacre. He analyzed and compared 
those shooters’ writings to 6,000 blog-
gers’ writings and tasked the computer 
to identify the shooter. He was able to 
narrow the pool of suspects to 3 percent 
of the original list; the short group in-
cluded all six shooters.

The same technique or a similar one, 
Neuman tells JNS.org, can be employed 
to screen solo terrorists (so-called “lone 
wolf ” shooters), such as 73-year-old 
Frazier Glenn Miller, Jr. of Aurora, Mo., 
who shot and killed three people in 

April 2014 at the Overland Park, Kansas 
Jewish Community Center and Village 
Shalom senior living facility. 

“These people have quite similar per-
sonalities to the ones of school shoot-
ers,” Neuman says.

Dr. Nancy Zarse, a licensed clinical 
psychologist and full professor in the 
Forensic Department at The Chicago 
School of Professional Psychology, says 
she believes the Israeli research is too 
early to show promise. 

Too early to show promise?
“All authorities are pretty consistent 

that there is no profile of a school shoot-
er,” Zarse tells JNS.org. “We don’t profile 
school shooters, we assess risk factors.”

Zarse says she would also be hesitant to 
empower authorities like the FBI or police 
to screen for psychological disorders.

“How can someone who is not a psy-
chologist is diagnosing?” she asks. “I 
have a fundamental concern about the 
methodology … and suggesting you can 
diagnose someone without even speak-
ing to him.”

Further, Zarse says one should be 
mindful of distinguishing “hunters and 
howlers.” Hunters are more likely to act. 
Howlers express grievances in an effort 
to scare someone, but are unlikely to do 
anything about this anger. 

“This is serious work and it has se-
vere consequences. You assess someone 
as violent, and their school could sus-
pend or expel that someone,” she says.

The other challenging factor is get-
ting access to these potential shooters’ 
texts, which usually come out subse-
quent to an incident. Neuman says his 
team has “not dealt with the practical 
implications” of the study yet. But he is 
hopeful that parents would agree to have 
their children screened if they thought 
it could save their lives. In addition, he 
says, many texts appear freely online to-
day with social media and blogging.

Red flag
“Shooters generally inform people 

about their intentions. If a potential 
shooter was sitting at a bar in Okla-
homa and expressed the intention to 
carry out a mass murder, and an agent 
from the FBI had access to that infor-
mation, the FBI would have the per-
son arrested immediately. Let’s image 

that same person is writing about his 
intentions to friends on social media, 
it could put up a red flag. Then, if that 
person goes and purchases a weapon, 
there could be further investigation,” 
says Neuman. 

The Israeli researcher notes that gov-
ernment officials, banks, credit card com-
panies, and the FBI have access to mas-
sive amounts of information that could 
be easily screened through the BGU-
developed program. When the data con-
verges, it can provide answers, he argues.

Neuman says that if his methodol-
ogy picked up, there would be several 
inevitable ethical considerations. 

“The proposed methodology does 
not pretend to solve the enormous dif-
ficulties in profiling and identifying 
school shooters, but modestly adds an-
other tool to the toolkit of forensic psy-
chiatry and law enforcement agencies,” 
Neumann says. “Information technol-
ogy is becoming an important part of 
our psychological and social domains. 
We are at a tipping point and it is im-
portant to look at both the potential and 
the dangers of this emerging IT.” 

Israeli research may identify potential school shooters
Israel

Aetate, known as the Declaration on 
the Relationship of the Church to Non-
Christian Religions, makes several ad-
ditional ground-breaking statements. 

There is a strong recognition of 
Christianity’s roots in Judaism and the 
Jewish people, and that the covenant 
established between God and Abraham 
remains unbroken. 

Also, “the Church repudiates all 
persecutions against any man. … she 
deplores the hatred, persecutions, and 
displays of anti-Semitism directed 
against the Jews at any time and from 
any source.”

Community conversation
(continued from p. 2)
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Lunch & Learn
Fraud Watch:  How to avoid getting scammed.
Jim Crawford an AARP volunteer will discuss:
• Fraud Trends & Behavior 
•The top scams in Ohio
• The Con Artist’s Playbook:
 Persuasion Tactics
 Prevention Strategies: What you can do
 Resources: Who can help?

Date:  Nov. 30, 2015
Time:  Noon – 1:00 p.m.
Location:  Multi-Purpose Room
Must R.S.V.P. by Nov. 25.
Shelia Cornell
330-746-3251 ext. 184.

For more on Youth Programming contact: Emily 
Collins 330-746-3250 Ext. 152 or  
Ecollins@Jccyoungstown.org

PJ Library
PJ Library is a Jewish family engagement program 
implemented on a local level throughout North 
America. Through the program, we mail free, high-
quality Jewish children’s literature and music to 
families across the greater Youngstown area on a 
monthly basis. All families raising Jewish children 
from age six months through eight years are wel-
come to enroll. The books are also available at the 
JCC Library for checkout. All PJ Library program-
ming and events are open to members of the greater 
Youngstown community, and are not limited to the 
Jewish community.

Hanukkah Party
It’s time to spin the dreidel, eat some latkes, and 
light the menorah as we celebrate the Festival of 
Lights!
Date: Wednesday, Dec. 2,
Time: 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Location: The JCC

Build and Play LEGO® Program
Join us as we have fun build-
ing LEGO® sets together.  
We will spend three after-
noons building large scale 
architecture sets including 
The White House, The Lou-
vre, and more!  This program 
is for children ages 6-13.
Dates:  November 10, 11, 12
Time:  4:30-6:00 p.m.
Location:  JCC
Cost:  $20/Members $25 Non/Members
Register at ecollins@jccyoungstown.org or 330-
746-3250 ext. 152

For more informa-
tion on the Studio 
offerings contact: 
Liz Rubino 330-746-
3250 ext. 187 or  
lrubino@jccyo-
ungstown.org

Broadway 360 Minis! (Ages 5-9)
These one-day musical theater workshops are 
designed to introduce youth to singing, acting 
and dancing a portion of a Broadway production 
number in just 3 hours! Previous workshops have 
included the musicals Matilda and Mary Poppins! 
A superb training opportunity for young artists to 
dabble in “triple-threat” land!
Date: Sunday, Nov. 8,
Time: 12:30-3:30 p.m.
$45/Member $55/ Non-Member

Animate!
A Musical Tribute to Walt’s World and More!
Join the Liz Rubino Studios youth for a fun-filled 
dinner concert. They will sing and dance their way 
through music from your favorite animated movies 
while you enjoy a fantastic dinner, Chinese auction, 
and visits from classic characters! Fun for the entire 
family.
Date: Saturday, Nov. 21,
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Location: JCC

Coaching Sessions w/ Liz Rubino (Ages 
9-Adult)
Voice
Discover healthy vocal technique, vocal coaching 
(interpretation), audition prep, and performance 
study. Can be combined as a musical theater session 
with acting tailored  to the student.  
Drama
Discover improvisation, acting methods, monologue 
study, audition prep, performance study. Can be 
combined as a musical theater session with voice 
tailored to the student. 
Drama Therapy (Ages 5-Adult)
Drama therapy is an active, experiential approach to 
facilitating change. Through storytelling, projective 
play, purposeful improvisation, and performance, 
participants are invited to rehearse desired behav-
iors, practice being in relationship, expand and 
find flexibility between life roles, and perform the 
change they wish to be and see in the world. 
55-minute sessions
$55/Member $65/Non Member

LIZ RUBINO  
STUDIOS AT THE JCC

Jewish Community Center

YOUTH 
PROGRAMMING

For more information about Adult Programming 
contact: Darlene Muller 330-746-3250 Ext. 106 Or 
Dmuller@Jccyoungstown.org. 

Darlene’s Destinations
Wizard of Oz
Click your heels together and join Scarecrow, Tin 
Man, Lion, Dorothy and her little dog Toto as they 
journey through the magical Land of Oz to meet 
the Wizard and obtain their hearts desires. Price 
includes orchestra or dress circle seating, transporta-
tion, and bus tip. Lunch on your own.
Date: Sunday, Dec. 6
Location: Cleveland, OH
Leave JCC: 9:30 a.m.
Return: 3:00 p.m.
Orchestra: $75/Member $85/ Non Member
Dress Circle: $100/Member $115/Non Member

Maltz Museum
Violins of Hope
18 violins that survived the 
Holocaust speak for those 
who perished.  The violins 
and their stories, shared 
through video, imagery and 
live performances, illustrate 
both the strength of the hu-
man spirit and the power of 
music.  Join us on a bus trip 
to the Maltz Museum for a 
docent-led tour of the Violins of Hope.
Date:  Sunday, Dec. 13
Leave the JCC:  12:30 p.m.
Return:  8:00 p.m.
Cost:  $25/Member $35/Non Member
Dinner on your own

ANNIE
Leapin’ Lizards! The world’s best loved musical re-
turns in time honored 
form. This production 
of ANNIE will be a 
brand new incarna-
tion of the iconic 
original. ANNIE 
includes such unfor-
gettable songs as “It’s 
the Hard Knock Life,” 
“Easy Street,” “I Don’t 
need Anything But You,” plus the eternal anthem 
of optimism, “Tomorrow”. Price includes orchestra 
seat, transportation and tip for bus driver.
Date: Sunday, Jan. 17, 2016
Location: Cleveland, OH
Leave JCC: Noon
Return: 7:00 p.m.
Orchestra: $75/Member $85/ Non Member
Dress Circle: $100/Member $115/Non Member

ADULT  
PROGRAMMING
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Jr. Voice Lessons (Ages 5-8)
Introduction to voice for youth ages 5-8 taught by 
qualified LRS teaching apprentices. Liz Rubino 
available for an additional fee upon request.  
30-minute sessions 
$20/Member $30/Non Member

For more information on Fitness and Personal 
Training contact: Keith Harry 330-746-3250 ext. 
182 or kharry@jccyoungstown.org.

Get fit fast with Personal Training at the 
JCC!
Personal Training Benefits
•  Personalized safe and effective fitness programs  
•  Achievement of goals in a short time period
•  Improved muscle coordination, strength, endur-

ance, and flexibility 
Personal Training sessions now include weighted 
rope training, suspension training and battle rope 
training.

Youth Personal Training (ages 8-13)
•   A package of three, 30 minute personal training 

sessions, $66.00 (member)
•   Upper body, Lower body, Cardio, and Abdominal 

training specific
•   Proper gym etiquette and fitness center behavior 

emphasized
•   At the conclusion of the three sessions, the at-

tendee will receive a special  name tag which 
will allow them to utilize the center and its offer-
ings with adult supervision if between the ages of 
8-13.

Play Pickelball at the JCC!
Join in the fun every Monday & Wednesday 
10:00-11:55 a.m. 

What is Pickleball?
A paddle sport created for all ages and skill levels. 
The rules are simple and the game is easy for begin-
ners to learn, but can develop into a quick, fast-
paced, competitive game for experienced players.

The Basics
1.  A fun sport that combines many elements of ten-

nis, badminton and ping-pong.
2. Played both indoors or outdoors on a badmin-

ton-sized court and a slightly modified tennis 
net.

3.  Played with a paddle and a plastic ball.

FITNESS

For more information on Aquatics contact:  Caro-
line McDermott 330-746-3250 ext. 112 or aquat-
ics@jccyoungstown.org

You & Me Baby (6-36 Months)
A four-week class where parents assist their chil-
dren in the water. Children will learn how to float 
on their backs and stomachs and will improve their 
motor skills. Swim pants or swim diapers are re-
quired! 
Date: Saturdays
Time: 9:30 -10:00 a.m. 
$15/Member  $30/Non-member

Dolphins (3-5 Years)
Children are taught basic swimming skills, pool 
safety tips and water games. These classes run 
monthly, and space is limited. 
Day: Saturdays
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
$15/Member  $30/ Non-member

Sharks (6-12 Years)

Children are taught basic swimming skills and pool 
safety tips while becoming self-reliant in the water. 
These classes run monthly, and space is limited.
Days: Tuesday/Thursday
Time: 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
$35/Member $50/Non-member

Private lessons are perfect for the beginner all the 
way to the experienced swimmer looking to im-
prove their skills in an individualized setting. 
1:1 Student/teacher ratio
The new pricing for private swim lessons is as fol-
lows:
4 lessons @30 minutes
$75/Member $95/Non Member
4 lessons @60 minutes
$125/Member $145/Non Member

GROUP EXERCISE

AQUATICS

JCC Gift Wrap Fundraiser
it’s a fun time, for a great cause
Volunteers are needed for the JCC annual Gift Wrap 
Fundraiser.
Bring your holiday gifts, and we’ll do the wrapping 
for you! The proceeds will benefit programs at the 
Jewish Community Center of Youngstown. 
This year, we are offering two locations.
JCC Adult Lounge 
Dec. 2 & 3 –5:00-8:00 p.m. 
Dec. 4 –4:00-7:00 p.m. 
Dec. 5 – 12:00-4:00 p.m.
Southern Park Mall 
Dec. 17 – Dec. 24 
9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.  
Three shifts are available for volunteers. 
To volunteer please contact: 
Denise Baker 
330.746.3251 •  dbaker@jccyoungstown.org

F.Y.I-Family and Youth Initiative 
At the JCC, we believe in providing a quality, fam-
ily friendly environment. We strive to make the 
pool one of the many places within our facility that 
is especially welcoming to families with children. 
In order to further our endeavors to foster such an 
environment, we will be hosting events at the pool 
that are specifically targeted towards families and 
youth. 

Dive-In-Movie
“Big Hero 6”
Date:  Nov. 23
Time:  4:00-6:00 p.m.
P.A.L.S. – People With Autism Who Love To Swim
The JCC is proud to offer free swim lessons that are 
geared towards those with autism.  Our instructors 
have gone through special training in order ensure 
they are capable of teaching children with autism.  
Instructors will be using advanced techniques to 
connect with and aid autistic children during les-
sons.
Those wishing to enroll in the JCC P.A.L.S. program 
may contact Aquatics Team Leader, Caroline Mc-
Dermott, for program information and scholarship 
opportunities.

Jewish Community Center
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Philanthropy is “the love of human-
kind,” and National Philanthropy Day®, 
which will be celebrated in the Mahon-
ing and Shenango valley on Nov. 20 — is 
the day that thousands of people around 
the world come together both to put 
that word into action and  to recognize 
the change that word has brought to lo-
cal communities.

Among the 2015 honorees at the 
25th anniversary celebration of Nation-
al Philanthropy Day, two individuals are 
receiving special recognition for their 
impact on the entire Valley. 

When WYSU nominated two of 
its volunteers for an NPD award, their 
lengthy letter detailed the many accom-
plishments of two most distinguished 
members of the Jewish community. The 
Journal reprints it here to acknowledge  
the extent to which Bruce and Carol 
Sherman have enhanced the lives of ev-
eryone in this community.

“Youngstown State University and 
WYSU Public Radio are pleased to 
nominate Bruce and Carol Sherman 
for the Outstanding Volunteer Fun-
draiser Award for 2015. Bruce and 
Carol (Nudel) Sherman personify  
the qualities of leadership, service 
and community spirit.  Both natives 
of Youngstown  and  1970 graduates 
of  YSU, their affiliation with YSU is 
lasting and generous. They are mem-
bers of the YSU Penguin Club, Life 
Members of the YSU Alumni Society, 
and donors and volunteers for YSU 
and WYSU.

“Bruce was a member of the YSU 
Alumni Society Board from 1998 to 
2013 and served as president for two 
years. During that time period, he  
solicited  membership  contributions 

for the Alumni  Society,  raised funds 
from Life Members to sponsor and 
purchase a Penguin during the Pen-
guin Parade Campaign, and raised  
funds for the Williamson College of 
Business Administration Building 
Campaign. As a trustee of the Fran-
ces and Lillian Schermer Charitable 
Trust and the J. Ford Crandall Me-
morial Foundation, Bruce has helped 
direct Foundation support for Judaic 
and Holocaust Studies at YSU as well 
as funding for the renovation of Mel-
nick Hall for WYSU studios.

“Bruce and Carol were students at 
YSU in 1969 when WYSU first signed 
on the air, and they have supported 
the station ever since — as members 
and dedicated volunteers during the 
station’s Spring and Fall fund drives. 
In 2002, Bruce was honored with the 
Williamson College of Business Ad-
ministration Outstanding Volunteer 
Award; and in 2007, Carol received 
the Beeghly College of Education 
Volunteer Service Award.

Their assistance with fundraising 
efforts extends to numerous com-
munity organizations. Carol has 
been a member of The Rotary Club 
of Youngstown since 2001 and has 
assumed many leadership roles to 

raise funds for Rotary projects and 
services. She served as co-chair of 
Youngstown Rotary’s Put Kids First 
initiative at Harding Elementary 
School for eleven years. During her 
tenure, two ADA playgrounds were 
built on the new school campus. She 
worked with the Mahoning County 
Green Team to help secure match-
ing funds for the project. Carol also 
initiated The Rockin’ Race with the 
students of Harding to raise funds 
for The Joanie Abdu Comprehensive 
Breast  Care Center at St.  Elizabeth.   

In  the last three years,  the  students  
generated   over

$6,000 to support this cause; for 
many students, it was their first op-
portunity to participate in a phil-
anthropic project.   Carol also co-
chaired Youngstown  Rotary’s Opera-
tion  Warm project which raised in 
excess   of

$10,000 to provide new winter 
coats to all the children at Harding 
Elementary School, The Boys and 
Girls Club of Youngstown, St. Joseph 
the Provider and Betty’s Angels. 
She was a founding board mem-
ber of Royea, Youngstown Rotary’s 
innovative business established in 
coordination with Wendell August 

Forge, to raise money to support all 
Rotary philanthropic projects. Carol 
played an integral part in Youngstown 
Rotary being recognized with awards 
on both the District and National lev-
els and is a recipient of the Paul Har-
ris Award for Service to Rotary.

“Carol continued her involvement 
with the young people of our com-
munity by helping to establish the 
Young Philanthropist Board of the 
Community Foundation of the Ma-
honing Valley, serving as the board’s 
mentor for three years. She helped 
the young adult members review 
grants and select organizations to 
receive funds based on established 
criteria. In June 2015, Carol was hon-
ored with The B’nai B’rith Guardian 
of the Menorah Award at a tribute 
dinner that raised funds to support 
scholarships for Jewish youth of the 
Mahoning and Shenango Valleys to 
participate in the Ohio Northern Re-
gion B’nai B’rith Youth Organization. 
She has actively volunteered through-
out our community serving on the 
Board of Directors of the YWCA of 
Youngstown, The Coalition for Capa-
ble and Healthy Youth Steering Com-
mittee, Leadership Mahoning Valley, 
Junior Achievement, the B’nai B’rith 
Youth Organization and Rodef Sho-
lom Congregation.

 “Bruce’s service on area non-profit 
boards is wide-ranging and includes 
the Youngstown Area Jewish Federa-
tion, B’Nai B’rith Aaron Grossman 
Lodge #339, Leadership Mahoning 
Valley, Junior Achievement of Ma-
honing Valley, Oh Wow! Children’s 
Center for Science and Technology, 

 Two Jewish leaders recognized for contributions to entire community

I have known Bruce and Carol for 20 years. I knew them as 
volunteers and supporters of WYSU, and then as donors and 
volunteers at YSU. They are modest, humble and altruistic.
     — Catherine Cala
     Director of Alumni Relations
     Youngstown State University

(Continued on p. 11)
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Na’Amat USA will meet on Wednes-
day, Nov. 11 at 12 noon at the Jewish 
Community Center. Chaya Kessler will 
be the guest speaker.

Ms. Kessler came to Youngstown 
more than 30 years ago to become one 
of the first teachers hired by the newly 
formed Commission for Jewish Educa-
tion. 

Since then she settled in Youngstown, 
married Sandy Kessler, had four chil-
dren and watched them grow and thrive 
and move on to other places. 

Eventually, she earned a Master’s de-
gree at YSU, and, after teaching at Akiva 
Academy for 24 years, started teaching 
at YSU. Six years ago, she was hired by 
Kent State to teach Hebrew, and a year 
later, Ms. Kessler was also named di-
rector of the Jewish Studies Program at 
Kent State where she continue to work 
to this day. 

In the last six years, she has taken 
three groups of students to Israel for 
a short study abroad, and this spring 

break, she will 
be taking the 
second group 
of students to 
Poland for a 

“perception and remembrance” course.
At the meeting, she will be sharing 

the challenges, successes, and experi-
ences of the trip to Poland.

Luncheon is $10. Reservations must 
be made by Thursday, Nov. 5. Please call 
Lucille Vegh 330-759-9736.

Na’Amat is again taking orders for 
new Mahj cards. Please send your or-
ders to Hilda Manello, 4108 Monticel-
lo, #104, Youngstown, OH 44505. The 
price remains the same: $8 for regular 
cards, $9 for the large cards. Her phone 
is 330-759-1530 if you have any ques-
tions. 

Orders may also be brought to the 
meeting. Dues also may be paid at the 
meeting. Bertha Froomkin will preside. 
Kathy Farbman is program vice-presi-
dent, Lucille Vegh is social chairman.

The opening meet-
ing for Tri-County 
Hadassah will be 
on Sunday, Nov. 
8. It will be held at 
Levy Gardens at 2 
p.m. The program 
will feature a musi-
cal afternoon with 
renowned pianist 

Jacqueline Bibo. New members and 
guests are welcome. 

Tri-County Chapter has earned the 
Emerald Award from the Central States 
Region for achieving beyond its fund-
raising goals. 

To achieve the goals for this year, the 
chapter is encouraging individuals and 
families to memorialize their loved ones 
with a Perpetual Yahrzeit in Israel. Kad-
dish will be recited on the anniversary of 
their death according to the Hebrew cal-
endar. On that day, the name of the de-
parted, and the comforting words of Kad-
dish will be recited by a rabbi in the Fannie 
and Maxwell Abbell Synagogue at Hadas-
sah Medical Center in Ein Kerem, Jerusa-
lem, beneath Marc Chagall’s 12 beautiful 
and iconic stained glass windows. 

For more information, contact Lau-
rel Chevlen at 330-759-0144 or Lenore 
Ackerman at 330-759-0325. 

Tri-County Hadassah Chapter was 
pleased to partner with the Federation 
and other organizations in the highly 
successful Uplift Project in September. 
Tri-County Committee members who 
participated included Nancy Wagner, 
Ph.D.; Louise Shultz, Andrea Duval, 
Florence Harshman, Beverly Nathan 
and Jeanette Mandel. The Uplift Project 
was initiated by National Hadassah. Our 
thanks to life member Darlene Muller 
and Sarah Wilschek for chairing this 
amazing event. 

National Hadassah is offering a free 
annual membership gift in a campaign 
running through Dec. 31. Current Ha-
dassah life members and associates may 
take advantage of this offer to give a 
membership. The member receiving the 
gift must be a U.S. resident and at least 
17 years old. The gift membership is only 
valid for a new member and cannot be 
used to renew an annual membership. 

The gift membership runs for one 
year from the member’s enrollment. 
Anyone who would like to join Hadas-
sah as a gift for a year may contact Lou-
ise Shultz at 330-372-1787 for informa-
tion. Membership is one way to support 
Israel through Hadassah Hospitals life-
saving services, medical research facili-
ties, and Youth Villages. 

Hadassah

Na’Amath

On Nov. 11, the National Museum 
of American Jewish Military History in 
Washington D.C. will open its new core 
exhibit, “Jews in the American Military,” 
which chronicles Jewish participation in 
all armed conflicts of the United States, 
from the Colonial Era to Afghanistan 
today. American Jews have taken up 
arms to defend their communities and 
serve their country. 

Visitors can explore where, when, 
and how Jews served in our nation’s 
military from stories, letters, and mem-
orabilia donated by Jewish veterans and 
their families.

Using both high-tech interactive ele-
ments and artifacts from the Museum’s 
collection, each area of the exhibit will 
have its own unique multimedia ele-
ment. The exhibit includes artifacts such 
as a brain surgery kit from the Civil War, 
a diary from a Jewish POW, and a Torah 
carried by a Jewish army chaplain on the 
Burma Trail. 

“Americanism is a question of spirit, 

conviction, and purpose, not of creed or 
birthright....”

The “Jews in the American Military” 
exhibit uses this quote from Theodore 
Roosevelt, and more specifically the 
broad theme of Americanism, as a focal 
point for examining the role of Jews in 
the United States military from the co-
lonial era to today.

The exhibition encourages visitors 
to consider their own answers to each, 
whether by reflecting on their own ser-
vice or that of their relatives): Why do 
people serve in the American armed 
forces? When and in what contexts – 
did they serve? How did they serve?

Although the exhibition focuses on 
the service of Jewish men and women 
throughout the history of the United 
States, the subtext of the entire space is 
the universality of military service.

The Jewish Journal takes pride in 
thanking those members of the Jewish 
community who have served in this na-
tion’s wars.

National Museum of American Jewish 
Military History celebrates Veterans Day
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The lists of needed items appeared 
in the bulletins of all the synagogues 
and in the Jewish Journal, was passed 
out to students at Akiva and MSJS, was 
posted on bulletin boards wherever 
empty spaces could be found. And the 
call went out for volunteers who would 
do everything from making baby quilts, 
to schlepping the large boxes of donat-
ed items, to those young people who 
would entertain residents of area nurs-
ing homes.

Last year, Mitzvah Day was a pro-
gram sponsored only by Rodef Sholom, 
but this year, with the encouragement 

of Rabbi Frank Muller, coordinator 
Mari Alschuler got all the synagogues 
involved, and the Sisterhoods, and the 
Federation and the JCC.

The result of these efforts was clearly 
visible on Oct. 24 in the number of peo-
ple — young and old — who filled the 
JCC’s multi-purpose room to pack do-
nated items, fill Mitzvah bags for child 
and adult cancer patients, write get well 
cards to those in hospitals. and enjoy 
the complimentary brunch provided 
for volunteers.

Children’s mitzvah bags included 

coloring books and crayons; warm, 
fuzzy socks and hats. While those for 
adults (below) included current maga-
zines hard candy, and toiletry items.

Tableware
Cards

Decorations
Thank Yous

Manischewitz & Mogen David  
Kosher Wines

Churchill Commons

Fruit Trays
Rolls, Cakes & Pastries

Meat, Vegetable & Relish Trays .
Wing-Dings 

Fried Chicken
Beverages

Manischewitz, Mother’s, Streitz, Rokeach, Joyva Kosher Products

Locally owned
and operated

Make every day 
taste better

See our expanded Kosher section
4700 BELMONT AVENUE

759-9502

Great Food










Mitzvah Day exceeds expectations

Akiva honor students Azariah Lohnson (left) and Matthew Britt (right) join teacher Doreen 
Spiegle for brunch as they make get well cards for young cancer patients. 

 Photo/The Jewish Journal

Mandy Medvin and her son Tommy Taylor 
came from New Wilmington for Mitzvah 
Day. Here, they pack toiletries for delivery 
to area shelters.

In addition to the tangible dona-
tions, individuals could also contribute 
monetary gifts through the Federation, 
with the funds being used to purchase 
items needed to complete some of the 
projects . Further, funds were being col-
lected for the children’s unit of the Gali-

lee Medical Center in Israel.
As well as the donations for people, 

dog and cat food, leashes and harnesses, 
cat litter and scoops, and other groom-
ing supplies were collected for area shel-
ters.

The entire region benefitted.
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VILLA MARIA EDUCATION AND SPIRITUALITY CENTER

Torah studies for Christians 
scheduled at Villa Maria Center

Rabbi Saul Oresky and Rev. George 
Balasko will lead a Co-Sponsored by 
Jewish/Christian Studies Youngstown 
and the B’nai B’rith Guardian of the Me-
norah

This Bible education series is an op-
portunity for Christians to reflect on 
the Scriptures under the guidance of a 
rabbi. We will explore the meaning of 
Yom Kippur before and after the de-
struction of the Temple in 70 A.D. We 
will investigate if the passion narrative 
in the Gospel according to Matthew is 
the Yom Kippur celebration.

Rabbi Saul Oresky has served as the 
rabbi of Congregation Ohev Tzedek – 
Shaarei Torah in Boardman, OH since 
August 2014. He was ordained by the 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College in 
June 2013. He is a lifelong Jewish educa-
tor, and has also served as a journalist, 
technical writer, and editor.

Rev. George Balasko is the co-creator 
of Jewish/Christian Dialogue with the 
late Rabbi Samuel Meyer of Temple El 
Emeth in Liberty. Through his many 
ecumenical programs, Fr. Balasko is 

well-renowned and highly regarded in 
the local Jewish community. He is the 
founder, general editor, and producer of 
a continuing education program in co-
operation with Abba House Communi-
cations, and for more than 20 years has 
served as host and producer of the “Jew-
ish/Christian Dialogue” network televi-
sion series which airs in several markets 
around the world.

Date: Wednesday, Nov. 18
Time: 1–2:30 p.m.
This program is offered at no charge. 

Free will offerings are accepted
Go to www.vmesc.org for additional 

program information and registration.
VMESC is located in Villa Maria, PA, 

approximately 1 mile from the Pennsyl-
vania/Ohio state line. From Ohio, travel 
422 East, turn right onto Evergreen 
Road, travel 1 mile, and turn right into 
entrance #3, Villa Maria Education and 
Spirituality Center. From Pennsylvania, 
travel 422 West, turn left onto Evergreen 
Road, travel 1 mile, and turn right into 
entrance #3, Villa Maria Education and 
Spirituality Center.

Board Meeting
Wednesday, Nov. 18, executive com-

mittee meeting at 6:30 p.m., board 
meeting at 7:15 pm

The office will be closed on Thanks-
giving (Thursday, November 26).

Adult Education Classes
Rabbi Oresky’s fall adult education 

classes began during the last week of 
October. Each is designed to be ap-
proximately 10 sessions. Some classes 
will require a text to be purchased in 
addition to the registration fee. All of 
the classes are open to the entire Jewish 
community.
Hebrew – Levels I and II: Sundays at 
5 p.m.

 The way into all Jewish learning is 
through Hebrew – learn this old-new 
language from alef or enhance the read-
ing skills that you already have. The 
class will use the National Jewish Out-
reach Program materials as well as sev-
eral other sources, including the siddur  
and chumash.
Lashon Harah – What It Is and How to 
Avoid It: Mondays at 7 p.m.

Spreading lashon harah — “evil 
speech,” which can be understood as 

“negative truth” — is a damaging and 
pervasive habit. We’ll study its effects 
and devise ways to avoid committing 
this grave sin so that we might move 
from hurting to healing.

The following classes will begin with 
sufficient registration:
Reading the Psalms as a Spiritual 
Practice: 
The 150 psalms in Sefer Tehillim con-
stitute an encyclopedia of Jewish spiri-
tuality – how can we approach them to 
elevate our spiritual lives?
Selected Books of the Prophets: 
Read beyond the haftarot! By delving 
deeper into some of the prophetic writ-
ings, we’ll begin to access the wisdom of 
this crucial middle third of the Tanakh. 
The Sh’ma and its Blessings: 
Using Rabbi Lawrence Hoffman’s excel-
lent volume in the My People’s Prayer 
Book series as a guide, we will explore 
this central prayer as an entry into ex-
ploration of tefilla, Jewish prayer.

Services
Minyan: every Thursday at 7:30 
a.m..
Shabbat every Saturday at 9:45 
a.m.

Ohev Tzedek – November

Northeast Ohio Medical University 
(serving on the NEOMED fundrais-
ing committee); and the Mahoning 
County Convention and Visitors Bu-
reau. Much of his service involved 
and involves volunteer fundraising 
efforts. He chaired the Oh Wow! Sci-
ence Makes Sense Capital Campaign 
to create and build the Museum and 

raised over $2,000,000. He co-chaired 
the Jewish Federation’s annual fun-
draising campaign from 2009-2011 
and currently serves as its Endow-
ment Chair.  He also co-chaired the 
Youngstown Area Committee of 
Magen David Adom that raised over 
$100,000  to purchase and dedicate 
an ambulance to be used in Israel to 

aid those in  need.
Through their personal and cor-

porate giving, their extensive and 
long-standing service as leaders in our 
community, and their noteworthy and 
successful volunteer fundraising ef-
forts, Bruce and Carol Sherman have 
had an incalculable impact on our 
region’s non-profit community. Their 
community spirit and personal com-
mitment to excellence raises the level 
of excellence for every organization 
they support. Their work touches all 
sectors - from the arts to education to 
health care, from youth to faith-based 
causes, and from civic to social ser-
vices. Their dedicated service is far-
reaching, unselfish, earnest and effec-
tive. They are the epitome of altruism 
and their heartfelt work is most de-
serving of recognition impact on the 
Mahoning and Shenango valleys.”
National Philanthropy Day® is both 

an official day and a grass-roots move-

ment. Every year, since 1986 when Pres-
ident Ronald Reagan first proclaimed 
November 15th as National Philanthro-
py Day®, communities across the globe 
have celebrated by hosting events to rec-
ognize activities of donors, volunteers, 
foundations, leaders, corporations, and 
others engaged in philanthropy.

The AFP Mahoning/Shenango 
Chapter supports local fundraising 
professionals through educational pro-
grams, networking, and other activities. 
Our chapter members are from Mahon-
ing, Trumbull, Columbiana counties in 
Ohio and Mercer, Lawrence counties in 
Pennsylvania.

The Association of Fundraising 
Professionals (AFP) represents more 
than 30,000 members in 200 chapters 
throughout the world, working to ad-
vance philanthropy through advocacy, 
research, education and certification 
programs.

Ohev Tzedek

Recognition for Shermans demonstrates committment  (continued from p. 8)
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Of all the books that piled up on 
my table waiting to be read for Jewish 
Book Month, I’m so glad that The Mu-
ralist was in the middle of the stack.

It was such a wonderful relief from 
some of the drearier fiction that only 
made me depressed as I read it. Plus, 
I found Ms. Shapiro’s novel a good 
springboard to the Holocaust books 
described on the facing page.

The novel is actually two stories, 
one that of Alizée Benoit, a young 
American painter working for the 
WPA, the other of Danielle Abrams, 
Alizée’s great niece, who wants to piece 
together Alizée’s life and discover how 
and why she disappeared in 1940’s 
New York.

If The Muralist were only a mystery, 
Shapiro’s book would still be perfectly 
adequate.

But Alizée doesn’t simply paint for 
the WPA, she is intimately involved 
with Mark Rothko (literally); Lee Kras-
ner, her closest friend; the frequently 

drunk “Jack” Pollock; and the mild 
“Bill” de Kooning.

She is an integral part of the 
burdgeoning Abstract Expressionisn 
movement. But at the same time she 
becomes involved with those trying 
to obtain visas to get Jewish family 
members out of Europe.

Alizée is befriended by Eleanor 
Roosevelt, who beomes her art pa-
tron and co-conspirator in trying to 
get President Roosevelt to be more 
sympathetic to the plight of Jewish 
refugees.

In contemporary New York, Da-
bielle, who works at Christie’s Auc-
tion House discovers parts of paint-
ing hidden behind works of Rothko. 
And she is driven to find out whether 
Alizée could possibly be the artist. 

Shapiro demonstrates a thorough-
going understanding of the pre-war 
art world, as well as the political and 

social ferment that characterized the 
times. Alizée runs afoul of Charles 
Lindbergh and Joseph Kennedy, then 
Roosevelt’s British ambassdor.

But Shapiro is just as comfortable 
following Danielle from New York to 
Paris in 2015 as she is with Alizée in 
1940.

We even hear that Lyndon John-
son as a young Texas congressman 
worked to smuggle refugees across to 
the South.

It is details such as this that make 
The Muralist so satisfying. As a reader, 
one cares about Shapiro’s characters 
who inhabit this historical fiction.

She allows us to consider the worlds 
of war and art and contemplate their 
intersections.

No spoilers here. The reader needs 
to discover for herself how Shapiro 
weaves all the threads together.

The Muralist is pubished by Algon-
quin Books of Chapel Hill and is listed 
at $26.95.

Jewish Book Month, an annual event on the American Jewish  
calendar, is dedicated to the celebration of Jewish books.  It is observed during 
the month proceeding Hanukkah, this year, from Nov. 6 to Dec. 6.
Throughout the year, The Jewish Journal is invited to review books sent to us by  
their publishers, a selection of the most enjoyable or significant works is seen and discussed here. 

My thoughts on 613
by Jody Nudell

What I liked:
The idea of it! Most people never 

see all the mitzvot listed – and many 
of them, most people have never even 
heard of! There is definitely food for 
thought.

Presenting the mitzvot as graphics 
adds emotion and more room for per-
sonal interpretation. Even if one doesn’t 
“get” what the artist is saying, the viewer 
is made aware and invited to ponder the 
possibilities. 

About the art: 
The bright color palette would sug-

gest a fauve influence (Matisse, Nolde, 
Marc), and the floating figures evoke 
surrealism and Chagall. 

However, the garish neon and fluo-
rescent hues puts Archie Rand in his 
own class of blinding distraction. It is 
as if every painting is meant to startle 
the viewer. It’s a lot to take 613 times 
(although seeing all the panels arranged 
solidly in grids on a gallery wall could 
be quite an experience)! 

According to the author’s notes, the 
drawings are meant to be humorous. I 
guess that depends on one’s sense of hu-
mor as I found the depictions of priests 
and many other people savage and de-
monic. While the scenes are certainly 
expressive, they are also quite gory. 

One assumes the paintings are to il-
lustrate and, thus, explain each biblical 
admonition. I am either insensitive or 
stupid as many themes just don’t match 
the words at all. Others, however, are 
quite literal. If there were two lists, and I 
had to match the pictures with the cap-
tions, I would probably get maybe 50 
percent correctly. 

While the Torah does admonish us 
not to marry gentiles, it is disturbing to 

see the gentile portrayed as a devil, the 
Moabite as a monkey, a third generation 
Egyptian as a rat, a convert as a beast, 
and a divorcée as a harpie! Maybe our 
laws sometimes ring chauvanistic, but 
Rand is exploiting them with the most 
socially insensitive stereotypes. 

What I don’t like: 
What are meant to be laws to enrich 

our lives and make us better people 
come off as threats. 

Would I recommend it? 
Sure! Although I have noted many 

negative reactions, the reader can very 
quickly thumb through the pages to 
learn the mitzvot, glean what she or he 
can from the illustrations and, possibly 
find much deeper meanings than I have.
Editor’s note: The 613 comprises Archie 
Rand’s artistic interpretations of 613 mitzvot 
said by the Talmud to be found in the Torah.
Different scholars have compiled different 
lists of those commandments.
Jody Nudell is a highly regarded artist and an 
outstanding art teacher in the Valley. Because 
of her expertise, she was invited to review 
Rand’s newly published book.
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Nu, Bubbe, Zaide — you want maybe the kindelach should learn 
a bisl Yiddish? Then this delightful little soft-bound book is a perfect 
gift for one night of Hanukkah. 

Written by Kevin Plener with artwork by Gabby Morton Jones, 
Bubie and Zaidy’s Vilde Chaya follows mischevious Noah on a trip 
to the zoo as he tries to understand why his grandparents call him 
a “vilde chaya” — a wild animal. As he asks if he could be a a “leyb” 
(lion) as he loves to roar, or a “malpe” (monkey) because he loves to 
climb, or a number of other animals, young readers are introduced 
to a small glossary of Yiddish words.

Currently, the book is only available through Bisl Publishing’s 
website: http://www.thatyiddishkidsbook.com/#book. Listed at $14 
Canadian, it should cost about $11 at the current rate of exchange.

Ordinarily, I would not have included a work 
like Let There Be Water on a list of worthwhile or 
otherwise challenging books.

But when a book has cover blurbs by the likes 
of Michael Bloomberg, Tony Blair, Shimon Peres, 
and Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and the newsletter of the 
Jewish National fund features an interview with the 
author, who I am to question who might read this 
book?

Still, after slogging through Seth Siegel’s narra-
tive, I have to wonder if those quoted actually read 
the book or were handed a condensed version, 
which like Cliff ’s Notes hit all the highlights.

There’s no doubt that Siegel has developed con-
siderable expertise in the world’s water problems 
and Israel’s potential for solving those problems. 

However, when I run across a book like this one 
that offers a raft of footnotes to verify Theodore 
Herzl’s place in Jewish history, but can’t even come 
up with the names of British economists he regards 
as useless, I have to wonder about his research. Se 
seems to drown his reader in facts that are more likely to muddy the waters

Moreover, Siegel uses the Biblical story of Moses striking the rock “in pursuit of fresh-
water to drink” as indicative Moses’s use of divine guidance to provide water. However, 
Siegel neglects the part of the story in which Moses is denied entrance to the land of milk 
and honey by striking the rock rather than speaking to it as God has commended.

Unless you’re a hydrologic engineer, you might want to skip this one.

Knowing that R.D. Rosen coined 
the term “psychobabble” 40 years ago, 
or that he has appeared as a humorist 
on PBS, HBO, and NPR’s “All Things 
Considered,” should in no way suggest 
that Such Good Girls is not to be taken 
seriously. 

Rather, Rosen sheds light on a group 
of Holocaust Survivors who all but dis-
appeared — not because they perished 
in the camps — but rather because 
their Jewishness had been submerged 
as parents, friends, neighbors, and oth-
ers hid them from the horrors of the 
Nazi terror.

Rather than the more mainstream 
narratives of survivors, the good girls in 
Rosen’s book are three of the children 
who only came to grips with what they 
had experienced as older adults brought 
together in gatherings of others who 
had gone through what they did de-
cades earlier.

Perhaps only a tenth of Jewish chil-
dren survived because Hitler could 
better guarantee the eradication of the 
Jewish people by destroying the future 
generations.

Rosen skillfully weaves the strands of 

their lives, not only during the war, but 
in the terrible aftermath where they for-
got their families and forgot who they 
were.

Rosen offers a sympathetic under-
standing of a different facet of the Ho-
locaust,

While Such Good Girls was hard for 
me to put down, Our Crime Was Being 
Jewish had the opposite effect.

As much as I wanted to read Anthony 
S. Pitch’s collection of the personal stories 
of Holocaust survivors, I could only take 
the horrifying stories in small doses. 

Pitch’s compilation of hundreds of 
testimonies — from the perpetrators 
as well as those who perished, from the 
survivors and those who wish they had 
not — is all the argument one would 
ever need to confront the stupidity of a 
Holocaust denier.

In a way, the book is fragmented, so 
the reader must endure both the agonies 
of the victims and the evil mandanity of 
the war criminals in their own words..

As I looked at the photographs that 
illustrate the wickedness of the Third 
Reich and its comrades in terror, I won-
dered if I would see the family I never 
knew, or the cousins and aunts and un-
cles who would never be born.

It make take weeks or even months 
before I can finish Our Crime Was being 
Jewish but I will.

Two different examples of Holocaust literature

Correction
In the October issue of the Jewish 

Journal on page 2, the last name of 
Bishop George Murry was inadverent-
ly omitted. The Journal apologizes for 
the error.
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Roger C. Kay, 73, Houston, Texas, 
died Wednesday, Sept. 16. He was 
born May 22, 1942, in Warren, OH, 
to Eugene and Sarab Levick Kay.

He was the beloved father of 
Martin (Laura Yosowitz) Kay; lov-
ing grandfather of Emma and Adam; 
cherished brother of Joel (Nancy) 
Kay; and dear friend of Judy Kay of 
Warren. 

The Kay family moved to Florida 
when Joel and Roger were in their 
teens. Roger graduated from South 
Broward High School in Holly-
wood, FL and went to the University 
of Florida for an associate’s of busi-
ness degree. When Roger returned 
to Warren, he earned his BBA from 
Youngstown State University and took 
over the family business Vautrot and 
Myers Jewelers in Warren. He eventu-
ally moved to Houston to be near his 
family and enjoy their activities.

Roger was very active in both the 
Jewish and secular communities in 
Warren. He taught Sunday School 

and served on the cemetery commit-
tee for Beth Israel Temple Center. He 
was a Rotarian. Whenever an organi-
zation came to him to ask for help, he 
was eager to donate a piece of jewelry 
or assist with a project.

Roger was known for his athletic 
abilities and participated in sports. 
For many years, he was an avid golfer 
at Squaw Creek Country Club. 

He was a collector of rare exotic 
cars, including his Mercedes convert-
ibles, and Jaguars XKE, XJS, and 1937 
SS. He was very outgoing and enjoyed 
life to the fullest.

Graveside services services were 
held Sept. 21, at Beth Israel Cemetery 
with Rabbi Hal Rudin-Luria, of B’nai 
Jeshurun, Pepper Pike, OH officiat-
ing. 

Donations in his memory may be 
made to the Jewish National Fund 
in the Leo and Marguerite Schwartz 
Forest. This forest was established in 
honor of Joel and Nancy Kay’s 50th 
wedding anniversary in 2014.

Gerald “Jerry” Marks, 87,a long-
time resident of Youngstown, OH, 
passed away on Wednesday, Sept 23. 

He was born on Nov. 18, 1927, 
in Youngstown to Julius and Lillian 
Markowitz (ne´e Lazar) and had 
been a resident of Henderson, NV, 
since 1995. He served in the U.S. 
Army and graduated with a business 
degree from The Ohio State Univer-
sity. He loved his Buckeyes. 

For more than 30 years, Jerry was 
the general manager at Safeway, Inc., 
a local floor covering distribution 
center in Youngstown. He enjoyed 
bowling and going to the local casi-
nos, but his main passion was follow-
ing the stock market daily. 

Jerry was preceded in death by 
Adele (Strutin), his beloved wife 
of 57 years; his parents; brother Ir-

win; and step-brother Hyman Ber-
man. He is survived by two daugh-
ters, Sharon (Richard) Numrich of 
Las Vegas and Judi (Dan) Cohen of 
Cincinnati; son, Norman (Sarah) of 
Henderson; four step-sisters, Hilda 
Manello of Youngstown, Deborah 
Ozer of Minnesota, Bertha Froomkin 
of Youngstown, and Ruth Briefman 
of Sarasota Fl; three granddaughters 
Jennifer (Steve) Fingerman, Rebecca 
(Josh) Weinstein, and Allison Cohen; 
and two great-grandchildren, Benja-
min Fingerman and Olivia Wein-
stein. 

Funeral services were held on 
Sunday Sept. 27 at King David Me-
morial Chapel In Henderson NV. 
The family requests that memorial 
donations be sent to the charity of 
the donor’s choice.

Centerville – Lawrence Eugene 
Briskin, 86, passed away Wednesday, 
Oct. 14.

He was born in Youngstown, to 
Joseph and Bessie Briskin in 1929.

“Larry” attended The Rayen 
School and earned degrees from The 
Ohio State University, Youngstown 
State University and Case Western 
Reserve. He served in the U.S. Army 
in Germany during the Korean War.

In 1958, he married Mona Ann 
Lazar, who predeceased him.

Larry was retired from Wright Pat-
terson Air Force Base, where he served 
as a logistician. He was a long-standing 
member of Beth Abraham Synagogue 
and a past president of the Jewish War 
Veterans. Larry was passionate about 
his family and many topics including 
economics and politics.

He leaves behind his loving wife 
of 40 years, Dena Sureck Briskin, 

along with his children, Jeanne (Dan-
iel Dinsmoor), Jacqueline (Kenneth 
PInkus), Alex (Jane), Lisa Jacobs 
(Larry) and Richard Comerchero; 
grandchildren Benjamin, Daniel and 
Emily Briskin, Austin and Olivia Ja-
cobs, Ari, Gabriel, Joseph and Lily 
Dinsmoor, and Olivia Mona Pinkus; 
as well as several nieces, a nephew 
and cousins.

He was also predeceased by his 
sister, Leatrice Phillips.

Funeral service were held at the 
Beth Abraham Synagogue, with 
Rabbi Joshua Ginsberg officiating. 
Interment to follow at Beth Abraham 
Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, please consider 
donations to Beth Abraham Syna-
gogue, Jewish War Veterans, Hadas-
sah or the charity of your choice.

The Glicker Funeral Home han-
dled the arrangements.

In Memoriam

Gerald “Jerry” Marks

Roger C. Kay Lawrence Eugene Briskin

May their memories be only for a blessing.

Maltz ‘Stop the Hate’® essay contest  
accepting entries from area students

(CLEVELAND, OH)  “My goal is 
to spread respect, one human interac-
tion at a time,” wrote last year’s Stop 
the Hate®: Youth Speak Out Grand 
Prize Winner Lea Kayali. These words 
helped the Palestinian-American Shak-
er Heights High School graduate win a 
$40,000 scholarship that she’s applying 
toward her tuition at Pomona College. 
Kayali’s sentiment gets to the core of 
the Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage’s 
Youth Speak Out (maltzmuseum.org/
stop-the-hate), an annual contest that 
celebrates Northeast Ohio 6-12th grad-
ers who are committed to taking action 
to become agents of positive change. 

“Youth Speak Out asks students to con-
sider the impact their words and actions 
can have,” explains Maltz Museum educa-
tion director Jeffery Allen. “This contest 
encourages the next generation of leaders 
to take actions that will help create a more 
accepting and inclusive society.”

Since it launched eight years ago, 
Stop the Hate® has empowered nearly 
17,000 students to stand up for what 
they believe, awarding $700,000 in anti-
bias awards and higher education schol-
arships. Open to private, public, online 
and home-schooled 6-12th graders, this 

Continued  on p. 23) 
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Culture

Literary Readings in the gallery:
The Jewish Community Cen-

ter of Greater Youngstown and Lit 
Youngstown announce a visual and lit-
erary collaboration in the form of five 
readings corresponding with five ex-
hibitions in the Thomases Family Gal-
lery between October and April. Three 
or four writers from the region will be 
invited to engage with pieces on exhibit, 
or read from previously written work. 

The next reading, which takes place 
during Daniel Rauschenbach’s show of 
watercolor paintings, will be on Thurs-
day, Nov. 12 at 7 p.m. with a reception to 
follow. The writers will be Sarah Kiep-
per, Terry Murcko, Neno Perotta and 
Kanthi Raja.

Lit Youngstown is a community of 
writers from the greater Youngstown 
area. To find out more, please visit LitY-
oungstown.wordpress.com.

New work by Daniel Rauschenbach  
continues through November in JCC’s 
Thomases Family Gallery

Librarian Mary Lou Henneman of-
fers thanks to all who contributed books 
to the annual JCC library book sale 
and those who purchased the wonder-

ful treasures. She said they have made 
it possible for us to purchase new books 
to enhance the collection. 

The library is open on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays between 9 
a.m. and noon.

New books at the JCC Library
The Ice Cream Queen of Orchard 

Street by Susan Jane Gilman (recom-
mended by Laurel Chevlen)

The Marriage of Opposites by Alice 
Hoffman (who also wrote The Museum 
of Extraordinary Things)

Largest book sale at JCC library

Maltz Museum creates multifaceted ‘Violins of Hope’ exhibit

Bailey’s Island Watercolor Daniel Rauschenbach

Photo/Jewish Journal

James Grymes (left) author of Violins of Hope,  with Violinmaker Amnon Weinstein and his 
son Avshalom at the Maltz Museum.

If you have not already made plans to 
join Darlene Muller on the Dec. 13 trip 
to the Maltz Museum Of Jewish Heri-
tage, waste no time in making your res-
ervation for “The Violins of Hope.” This 
exhibition, original to the Maltz, will 
not be traveling elsewhere in the future.

Amnon Weinstein has been restor-
ing violins that survived the Holocaust 
for more than two decades. The second 
generation master violin maker lost 
hundreds of relatives in the Holocaust 
and he dedicates his work to the family 
he never knew. The instruments in his 
collection have been played in concert 
halls around the world, giving voice to 

those who were silenced. “When my vi-
olins are on stage, six million people are 
standing behind them,” says Weinstein. 

Weinstein and his son Avshalom 
came to Cleveland to help create the ex-
hibition, a collaboration driven by seven 
cultural institutions: Case Western Re-
serve University, Cleveland Institute of 
Music, The Cleveland Orchestra, Facing 
History and Ourselves, ideastream, the 
Jewish Federation of Cleveland and the 
Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage. The 
violins have never been displayed in one 
place before. 

The exibition which opened on Oct. 
2 continues through Jan. 3, 2016.

Designed with dramatic lighting and 
circular pods constructed with string 
to evoke the violin, the exhibition is a 
multisensory experience that engages 
the visitor through with narratives, im-
agery, and video. The immersive space 
allows visitors to reflect on the power of 
music—as a tool of oppression, a form 
of protest and a source of hope.

James Grymes had never anticipated  
writing a book that would bring him the 
attention that Violins of Hope has.

A professor of musicology and chair 
of the Department of Music at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Charlotte, 
he first learned about the violins when 
some of them were brought to the U.S. 
for a college wide project.

Intrigued, he traveled to Israel to 

spend a week for a week with Weinstein.  
The book that had its origins in that ini-
tial trip won the 2014 National Jewish 
Book Award in the Holocaust category, 
and is currently being translated for 
publication in German, Japanese, and 
Thai.

One story that Grymes found par-
ticularly moving was that of Feivel Win-
inger, who was sent with his family on 
a death march through Romania, ex-
pecting to die. Feivel played his violin in 
exchange for firewood, food, and water. 
Grymes said in learning about Win-
inger’s baby daughter Helen so close 
to wasting away, he could only think 
of his own 18-month-old baby Helen. 
Grymes’s emotion can be felt on the 
pages of his book.
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Lishmoa v’Lilmod
To Listen and to Learn  
Rodef Sholom Shabbat Speaker Series

Featuring: Kathryn Ariella Pataki
Speaking On: “Beyond Tourism” 

Saturday, Nov. 28 – 10 a.m. • Tamarkin Chapel

Hooray! It’s time for another 
Rodef Sholom Simchat Shabbat 
Family service!
 Friday, Nov. 20, at 6 p.m.
 Tamarkin Chapel
Thanksgiving is everyone’s favorite 
American holiday celebrating family, so 
to get in the right spirit, we’re going to 
play: “Mishpacha – The Jewish Family 
Game.” How have values, customs and 
history been transmitted in your family, 
l’dor vador, from generation to genera-
tion?
Dinner and the game follows the ser-
vice in Handler Hall
Menu:  Traditional Shabbat Chicken 
Dinner
A nominal charge of $8.50 per adult or 
$20 per family is the cost for the eve-
ning. The deadline for reservation and 
payment is Tuesday, Nov. 17, by 4 p.m.
No phone/email reservations please.

Save the Date
Rodef Sholom Chanukah Dinner
Friday, Dec. 11 at 6 p.m. Contact the 
Temple for more information

Join Congregation Rodef  
Sholom’s Israel Discovery Tour
With Rabbi Franklin & Darlene Muller
July 10 – July 21, 2016
Round trip flight from Cleveland to Tel 
Aviv

Trip include all breakfasts, Shabbat 
and Shavuot lunch and dinner, four 
week-day dinners and lunches per itin-
erary. Tour with one of Israel’s top tour 
guide educators in a deluxe wi-fi en-
abled motor coach. 

Tour highlights: This family tour will 
cover Israel’s many wonders of Jerusa-
lem, Cesarea, Lake Kinneret and the 
Galilee, Golan Heights, the Dead Sea, 

Tel Aviv and the Mediterranean 
Coast. The trip is designed as a multi-
generational tour with activities for 
youth, teens, adults and grandparents. 
Your senses will be filled with the life, 
smells, tastes, and sounds of modern Is-
rael, along with an appreciation of the 
connections of our Jewish roots and 
biblical history. Contact the Temple of-
fice for more information.

This presentation will be about Ms. 
Pataki’s experience of studying and vol-
unteering abroad and how living in Italy 
gave her an adventure and indepen-
dence. In addition, how volunteering 
in Israel changed her life and gave her 
a new appreciation for the Jewish State.

Kathryn “Katie” Pataki is a sopho-
more at Syracuse University in Syracuse 
New York. She is double majoring in So-
ciology and Women and Gender Studies. 

The first semester of her freshmen 
year, she studied abroad at Syracuse’s 
campus in Florence, Italy. 

Upon returning, she applied to be 
a full time volunteer at Save A Child’s 
Heart in Holon, Israel. She was accepted 
and volunteered there this past May. 

Save A Child’s Heart is an Israeli 

nonprofit organization that provides 
lifesaving heart treatments to children 
from all over the world who cannot get 
the treatments back in their own coun-
tries. 

Katie lived in the Children’s Home 
with the children from Africa and Asia 
who were either recovering from sur-
gery, or waiting for their treatment. 
Both of these experiences have changed 
her life in the best way possible.

An abbreviated Shabbat service will 
precede the lecture.

All are cordially invited to attend.
There is no charge for the event. 

However, an R.S.V.P. is required by call-
ing the Temple at (330) 744-5001 or 
email to: rodefsholom@sbcglobal.net 
by Monday, Nov. 23, no later than 4 p.m.

‘Fall’ in with Rodef Sisterhood
Rodef Sholom

What an 
amazing 
journey it 
has been!
September 
found us 
busy as bees 
preparing 
for our suc-
cessful holi-
day dinners 
and services. 
Our Erev 

Rosh Hashana and Kol Nidre congrega-
tional dinners were delicious. A special 
thank you to Art Einzig, our caterer. 
We had more than 100 people celebrat-
ing together at each of the holiday 
dinners! What a special way to begin 
the New Year with family and friends. 
Please remember to patronize Art’s res-
taurant — The Fire Grill in Girard.

A great time was had by everyone, 
Sisters, parents, and children while 
building the Sukkah on Sunday, Sept. 
27. The children created beautiful deco-
rations. Everyone shared a simple lunch 
and enjoyed spending time with Rabbi 
afterwards. It was a special time for all!

The Consecration-Simchat Torah 
is so special because of the children. 
Three of our children worked together 
to teach us about the first three letters. 
Congratulations to Andrew Bresnahan, 
Blythe Hively, and Thomas Rawl. What 
a great job they did. Their consecration 
made the Simchat Torah a fun, festive, 
and upbeat celebration.

Mah Jong, Bridge and Canasta. If 
you walked into Strouss Hall on Thurs-
day, Oct. 8, you would have seen more 
than 50 women enjoying our annual 
card party and luncheon. Everyone had 
a great time. The food was delicious, the 
company enjoyable, and the event was a 
success. Our Kandy Rawl outdid herself 
as usual, even allowing us to purchase 
her delicious mushroom barley soup 
for takeout. Rodef Sholom provided the 
meal and Temple El Emeth provided the 
dessert. It is great when our Sisterhoods 
join in friendship and love.

Thank you to all for sharing the day 
with me. It was made very special when 
I was presented with a pin representing 
my appointment to the North American 
and Central District WRJ Board of Di-

rectors. I look forward to a lot of learn-
ing and sharing of information with the 
entire Sisterhood. Thank you again for 
wishing me success in my new endeav-
or.

Now that the holidays are over, we 
can reflect on our successes these past 
two months. Our greatest success is a 
direct result of our Rabbi. His sermons 
were learning experiences relevant to 
each of us. Everyone was touched by his 
teaching. We are very lucky and grateful 
to have a spiritual leader to remind us 
of how we can prepare and grow in the 
coming year.

Enough about the past. The future is 
ours to grab!

Our next program will have a speak-
er and book review on Nov. 15. We will 
begin with a short meeting at 9:30 a.m. 
The monthly meeting will feature guest 
speaker, Jesse McClain, the holocaust 
educator from the Youngstown Area 
Jewish Federation. Also, a discussion of 
the book, Violins of Hope, by James A. 
Grymes, will follow. Books can be pur-
chased at our gift shop. You do not have 
to read the book to participate in the dis-
cussion but it is encouraged. The Holo-
caust has touched us all. Come and learn 
about the beautiful instruments of hope.

Save The Date.
Speaker, Jesse McClain, holocaust  
educator
Book review of Violins of Hope  
by James A. Grymes
Nov. 15 • JCC Adult Lounge
9:30 a.m. – noon

Welcome Fall!
Submitted with love and Sisterhood,
Sally Blau, President

Special events planned at Rodef
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(Cleveland Jewish News/JNS.org) 
The Cleveland Clinic and The Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem plan to form 
the Center for Transformative Nano-
medicine, a virtual incubator designed 
to lead to breakthroughs in health care. 
The idea is to marry research skills 
available at the clinic to the nanotech-
nological work for which The Hebrew 
University is known.

The potential innovations, various 
institutional spokesmen suggests, could 
trigger a sea change in health care deliv-
ery—and cures for illnesses that at pres-
ent seem intractable. The alliance took 
form over little more than a year, and a 
fundraising effort with an initial target 
of $15 million began Oct. 12.

“The way patients are treated to-
day hasn’t really changed a lot in many 
years,” Dr. D. Geoffrey Vince, chair of 
the department of biomedical engineer-
ing at the clinic’s Lerner Research In-
stitute, told the Cleveland Jewish News 
Oct. 7.

Currently, he said, “There’s no way 
of really targeting a particular drug to 

a particular disease or type of cancer. 
With nanotechnology, we have ways 
of administering doses of potentially 
harmful drugs to specific sites without 
any real side effects. Whatever we in-
ject in a patient’s arm won’t be released 
until it reaches its target, which is excit-
ing from a medical standpoint….From 
a collaboration standpoint, we’re re-
ally getting in on the ground floor. Not 
many places have the capability of doing 
this.”

The driver of the partnership is Vic-
tor Cohn, a retired real estate developer 
and member of the board of Ameri-
can Friends of The Hebrew University. 
Cohn said Oct. 9, “I was so impressed 
by Hebrew University’s development of 
nanotechnology that I wanted to con-
nect the university with a Cleveland 
hospital and research center working 
on developing drug delivery through 
nanotechnology….I realized that great 
things would happen if I helped to make 
this incomparable alliance.”

—With reporting by Carlo Wolff and 
Kristen Mott

PETROVAC - More than 400 repre-
sentatives from Jewish communities in 
the Balkans and former Yugoslavia con-
vened in Petrovac, Montegnegro last 
week for the third annual Mahar confer-
ence, a seminar aimed at preventing the 
assimilation of the 2,500 Jewish people 
in the region.

Following the opening of the four-
day Mahar 2015 conference, the heads 
of 26 Jewish communities in Montene-
gro, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, 
Serbia, Kosovo, Albania, Macedonia 
and Hungary sat at the same table for 
the first time in two decades to discuss 
the pressing issues affecting their con-
stituents. World Jewish Congress CEO 
Robert Singer presided over the leader-
ship meeting, organized at the initiative 
of the Jewish community of Montene-
gro. 

 “We are all one great family. Thank 
you for being, and remaining to be 
Jews,” said Singer. The WJC CEO also 
thanked Montenegro for its relation-
ship with Israel and respect for its local 
Jewish community. “We greatly admire 
how Montenegro treated its Jewish pop-

ulation during the WWII. We, the Jews, 
appreciate those who are willing to help 
others in need.”

Milan Rocen, special advisor to the 
prime minister of Montenegro, told the 
gathering that Montenegro was proud of 

its anti-fascist movement and its protec-
tion of Jews during the Nazi-era. “At a 

time of unfathomable crime and moral 
downfall of many countries, both in Eu-
rope and around the world, Montenegro 
protected its Jews as best as it could. An-
ti-fascism is today a pivot around which 
the policies of the modern state of Mon-
tenegro revolve,” said Rocen.

 The main goal of the annual Mahar 
conference is to establish cooperation 
between the Jewish communities of the 
region, said Jasha Alfandari, president 
of the Jewish community of Montene-
gro. Alfandri praised the community 
leaders for coming together at this year’s 
conference for the first official meeting 
since 1995. “Since the dissolution of the 
former Yugoslavia, the leadership of the 
Jewish communities on the federal level 
has been lost,” Alfandri said.

 Discussion topics over the course 
of the event focused on anti-Semitism, 
Israel-Diaspora relations and security 
concerns in Jewish communities, as well 

Jewish leaders from 26 Balkan communities meet for first time since 1995

Cleveland Clinic, Hebrew  
University team on health care 
incubator: target $15 million

Photo/ Ivana Bozovic

The Braća Baruh choir of Belgrade performs at the Mahar conference in Petrovac, Montene-
gro on Oct. 23.

(Continued on p. 19)
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By MaryLou Finesilver

Did you know 
that once 
upon a time, 
in the old 
days, I wanted 
to be an actor 
and a singer? 
Surprise, well 
maybe not if 
you know that 
I enjoy being

out in the public eye. My mother used 
to tell me that I could spend hours 
playing with dolls and paper dolls all 
by myself making up stories. I guess 
that could have been the forerunner of 
writing, which I did not know I could 
do at all. 

But back to acting, in high school I 
was in H.M.S. Pinafore and in my senior 
year had the second lead in an a little 
known play. When my drama coach 
found out I was going to New York City 
after graduation she was thrilled until 
she found out I was going to secretarial 
school and not drama school. She was 
quite disappointed. 

Then after I was married and had 
Marshall and Diane, I volunteered at the 
Youngstown Playhouse for a few years 
doing props. Never had the courage to 
actually try out for the plays, so there 
went my acting career. 

As for singing, I guess that going to 
Shul has helped me to continue to enjoy 
singing without having to actually stand 
up in front of an audience. At one time, 
Anshe Emeth Temple had a Couples 
Club and we had someone playing the 
piano as our entertainment. He started 
to play all the old songs, and everyone 
started singing and I grabbed the mike 
and sang with them. I don’t think I 

could be heard over everyone else, but 
I remember how exhilarating it was. In 
the meantime, I love singing and listen-
ing to my beloved Broadway shows and 
the old standards on Pandora and Sirius 
radio.

OK — A little time here for Sister-
hood

We had a lovely lunch and meet-
ing in October, with two Honorable 
Menschen: Bob & Terri Chudakoff in 
memory of Bertha Chudakoff and Bob 
& Florine Rusnak In honor of Elayne 
Rusnak’s special birthday. 

For November, our Honorable 
Mensch has asked to be anonymous. We 
thank all of you for your generosity. 

Bonnie Burdman has committed 
to being our Mensch in December. As 
you can see, we can have more than 
one Honorable Mensch per meeting. 
Thank you all again, past, present, and 
future. 

We are having our yearly raffle from 
October through December. We will 
also have some baskets for the silent 
auction. One is a great basket with gift 
cards for some fast foods donated by 
Holly Small, two of my Challahs or Cu-
ban Breads available upon request, and 
the Giant Eagle Gift Card. Sandy Miller 
has graciously donated one of her beau-
tifully designed and hand-strung neck-
laces and matching earrings for the si-
lent auction 

For this month’s meeting on Nov. 
10, the speaker will be John McNally, 
mayor of Youngstown. That will be very 
interesting I am sure. Reservations must 
be in by Thursday Nov. 5, and again 
the luncheon will be $12 for members. 
Board meeting will start at 10:45 with 
the lunch set for noon. OK folks, Sister-
hood is up and rolling. See you all soon.

Rabbi Joseph P Schonberger 

Temple El Emeth

Can you 
believe it?
When I 
taught at 
the Bangor 
Theological 
Seminary, a 
Hungarian 
theologian 
who was a 
student of 

Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel and 
Prof. Rheinhold Niebuhr shared his 
feelings about the autumn leaves. In 
his first year in America, he was so im-
pressed with the magnificent colorful 
autumn leaves that he mailed a picture 
to his friends and relatives in Hungary. 

His Hungarian friends and family 
did not believe that this was an actual 
picture. They were convinced that it had 
to be a painting. I learned from Dr. Szik-
szai z”l, that the North American trees 
that have the most striking colors did 
not exist in Hungary. I was taken aback 
with the awareness that these magnifi-
cent nature scenes were a unique North 
American experience owing to the Di-
vinely endowed combination of chang-
ing seasons and particular trees.

There are many Biblical verses that 
articulate life’s complexity and nature’s 
reflection of the Creator that is behind 
it. Here is one example: “The heavens 
declare the glory of God, the sky pro-
claims His handiwork” (Psalm 19:2). 

The spirit of the season is well rep-
resented by the Hebrew month Chesh-
van or its historic form Marcheshvan. 
The translation shows the Biblical or-
dinal pattern for naming the months, 

thus naming Cheshvan as “the eighth 
month.” Our ancestors along with many 
Jews today call this month Marcheshvan 
or “Marachsha’wan” also literally mean-
ing “the eighth month.” Some came to 
think of this season of impending cold 
and precipitation as bitter and tough 
and associated it with the absence of 
Jewish celebrations. 

This period, however, represents the 
strength and rejuvenating energy that is 
at times dormant within all living crea-
tures. When one realizes that MAR in 
Biblical times meant “a drop of water,” 
it reminds us that Cheshvan is a time of 
nurturing God’s world — all life — with 
physical and spiritual waters. 

MarCheshvan is preceded by the 
Sukkot rituals of Hoshanah Rabba that 
include knocking off the leaves of wil-
low twigs to represent the cycles of na-
ture and life through the transitions of 
seasons and age. This is the month of 
the Yahrzeits for our Matriarchs Sarah 
and Rachel, whose tears and prayers for 
their children merited God’s responses 
to reassure their future. 

The rains of MarCheshvan remind 
us of the rainbow with which the Al-
mighty promised not to destroy hu-
manity again. With the magnificent col-
ors of the leaves, the Holy One reminds 
us that we are not alone and we shuld 
live life with hope. Although the leaves 
wane and the days grow dark and cold, 
life is nurtured for the inevitable return 
of light and the resurgence of strength 
and higher purpose witnessed through 
nature and the human soul. 

May the inspiration of rainbows and 
maple leaves inspire us to live life with 
sacred meaning and empower us to 
nurture one another to make the most 
of each moment. 

God Bless 

Autumn – Can you believe it? McNally to speak at Sisterhood
Temple El Emeth

BY
GAETANO

DONIZETTI

Friday, November 13, 7:30pm
330-259-0555

OperaWesternReserve.org

1000 Fifth Ave, Youngstown
Susan Davenny Wyner, Music Director
David Vosburgh, Production Director
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Temple El Emeth 
Fiesta Cocktail Party & Raffle 

$3500 GRAND PRIZE 
December 5, 2015 

7-10 pm 

$150 admits Two to the Party 

And One entry for the raffle 
3970 Logan Way, Youngstown, Ohio  44505

Mayor John McNally will be the 
guest speaker at the El Emeth Sister-
hood monthly luncheon on Tuesday, 
Nov. 10. An open board meeting will 
begin at 10:30 a.m. followed by the 
luncheon and program at noon. The 
meeting will be conducted by President 
Mary Lou Finesilver. Deborah Grin-
stein and Janine Silverman are program 
vice presidents.

He graduated from Georgetown 
University In 1991 with a Bachelor 
of Science in Foreign Service. He re-
ceived his Juris Doctor and Master’s in 
Public Administration in 1996 from 
the Cleveland-Marshall College of 
Law and the Levin College of Urban 
Affairs. 

From 1998 until 2002, Mayor Mc-
Nally served as assistant law director for 

the city of Youngstown, and from 2002 
through 2004, as the city’s law director. 
He was a Mahoning County commis-
sioner from 2005-2012 and was elected 
mayor of Youngstown on Nov. 5, 2013.

Mayor McNally was a trustee for the 
Mahoning Valley Historical Society, 
Youngstown Area Goodwill Industries, 
Park Vista Retirement Center, and the 
Mahoning-Youngstown Community 
Action Partnership. 

He was born and raised in 
Youngstown, where he lives with his 
wife, Virginia and their two daughters, 
Cara and Casey.

Mayor McNally will speak on “The 
Revitalization of Youngstown.” Reser-
vations for lunch may be called into the 
Synagogue office by Nov. 6 at 330-759-
1429.

Jewish Christian Dialogue will have 
its first session of the year at Temple El 
Emeth on Wednesday, Nov. 4. Coffee 
and dessert will be served at 12:30 p.m. 
with the study session beginning at 1 
p.m. This year’s theme is “Religious In-
sights into Mysticism” and the first ses-
sion will be led by Rabbi Joseph Schon-
berger who will discuss the Jewish view 
of Mysticism. 

Shabbat Service and Birthday Lun-
cheon will take place Saturday morning, 
Nov. 7. Services begin at 9:30 a.m. with 
the Kiddush luncheon immediately fol-
lowing. November birthdays will be cel-
ebrated. R.S.V.P. to the Synagogue office 
by Nov. 5.

Women’s Rosh Chodesh will have 
its monthly session on Thursday Nov. 
12 from 11:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. 
Guest leader for the new month of 
Kislev will be Shai Erez, one of our Is-
raeli Shelichim.  Brunch is provided and 
reservations are appreciated by Nov. 10.

Brunch with the Rabbi will have its 
first session on Sunday, Nov. 22 from 

10:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. Rabbi Schon-
berger will discuss the Jewish views on 
Kabbalah. A light brunch will be served 
and all are welcome. Come for Minyan 
at 10 a.m.  Reservations for brunch are 
appreciated.

Shmoozing with Smulik will get to-
gether on Monday morning, Nov. 30 at 
10:30 a.m. in the Chapel. Sam Kooper-
man leads the group with stories, music 
and fun in Yiddish.  Coffee, Danish and 
bagels are provided.

Mark your calendar!
Fiesta Cocktail Party and Raffle, 

Saturday night, Dec. 5 from 7 p.m. until 
10 p.m. Enjoy hors d’oeuvres, a dessert 
buffet and an open bar with entertain-
ment by Anthony Horvath and $6000 in 
prizes to be raffled off.  Tickets are avail-
able in the Synagogue office, $150 for 
two people to attend.

Daily Minyans are at 5:45 in the af-
ternoon, including Saturday. Shabbat 
morning services are at 9:30 a.m. and 
Friday mornings at 7 a.m. 

Youngstown mayor coming to lunch

El Emeth member Lori Szoke brought Sukkah panels for everyone to paint at the 
congregation’s Sukkah decorating party on Sept 27. Children and adults enjoyed painting 
the Sukkot themed panels which were then hung in the sukkah. After the sukkah was 
decorated participants enjoyed a pizza lunch prepared by Lucille Vegh and Phyllis Perlman. 
About 40 members and friends enjoyed the event.
Pictured above is Raquel Allison painting a lemon tree on one of the panels

November calendar a busy one

Balkan conference (continued from p. 17)
as issues specific to the Balkan com-
munities, such as restitution of Jewish-
owned property. Primary sponsorship 
for the event was provided by the Euro-
Asian Jewish Congress.

During his visit to Montenegro, WJC 

CEO Singer also met with Foreign Min-
ister Igor Lukšić to discuss the issues 
facing the local Jewish community, in-
cluding relations with Israel, anti-Semi-
tism in Europe and diplomatic relations 
between Montenegro and Israel.
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By Eitan Arom/JNS.org

These are Israeli folk songs as you’ve 
never heard them before. 

And that’s exactly the point: Cantor 
Elisa Waltzman’s debut album seeks to 
bridge a gap between traditional He-
brew music sung by her grandfather, 
a Holocaust survivor, and the musical 
sensibilities of her kids growing up in 
the United States.

Set to a jazz ensemble, it combines 
verses remembered by children of the 
Holocaust with a modern sound fa-
miliar to Jews in the English-speaking 
world.

“For me, it’s the album I wish I had 
when I was a little kid as far as Jewish 
music,” said jazz artist Sammy Miller, 
who arranged the ensemble.

But besides spanning genera-
tions, “Reinvented: Hebrew Songs for 
Families” is a family affair. Miller and 
Waltzman first encountered each other 
when Sammy’s brother Nate married 
Elisa’s cousin Emily Kane. 

“Marriage creates many beautiful 
things, but not many can say that theirs 
was the impetus for an album like this,” 
Emily and Nate wrote in an email.

When the two musicians met at the 
wedding, Waltzman had had the idea 
for about a year and put it to Miler. 
What started as a half-serious sugges-
tion rapidly evolved into a game plan.

“When I met him I was like, ‘Oh he’s 
the one—he’s the one who can make the 
CD so amazing,’” Waltzman told JNS.org.

Sammy is also quick to offer glowing 
praise of his new relation.

“Emily was like, ‘I have a cousin, she’s 
an incredible singer,’” Miller said. “I was 
just like, ‘Okay, let’s see.’ And then she 
sang at the wedding and it was like the 
voice of an angel, she was so incredible.”

Waltzman and Miller began their 
musical careers within a few miles of 
each other, attending, respectively, the 
Orange County High School of the 
Arts and the Los Angeles County High 
School of the Arts.

Miller got his start as the percussion-
ist for a band composed of him and his 
four siblings after first picking up the 
drumsticks at the age of five. One of the 
other members—his sister, Molly—can 

be heard on the 
album play-
ing guitar and 
banjo.

Now, he 
leads a band of 
local jazz mu-
sicians called 
“Sammy Miller 
and the Con-
gregation.”
“We’re all New 
York jazz musi-
cians who are 
interested in 
uplifting people 
through our 
music, and in 
that sense it 
makes it a congregation,” he said.

The origins of Waltzman’s musical 
career predate her childhood by de-
cades. Her passion for music in gen-
eral and Jewish music specifically was 
sparked by her grandfather Rabbi Can-
tor David Kane, born in Będzin, Poland, 
in 1928.

For his part, Kane was a student of 
Poland’s concentration camps, singing 
in a children’s choir drafted into service 
by a camp commandant to wake him 
up in the morning and serenade him at 
night.

Despite the trauma he carried from 
that period—Waltzman remembers her 
grandfather telling her he hid under a 
pile of corpses to escape murder—his 
music nonetheless brought his family 
and community joy and a vibrant link 
to the past.

“It was a survival tool for him and it 
was a way for him to connect with peo-
ple and really express himself,” she said.

She recounts how he would surprise 

audiences at 
Holocaust re-
membrance 
programs by 
performing 
“racy” songs 
taught to him 
by the Nazi 
commandant.
“He was singing 
these songs that 
brought back 
these horrible 
memories of 
the Holocaust, 
but at the same 
time he found 
so much humor 
in it,” she said.

But Jewish texts were no laughing 
matter for Kane, who grew up in a tra-
ditional household in a majority-Jewish 
town and went on to lead services at 
Temple Beth Shalom in Long Beach, 
Calif., for more than three decades be-
fore his death in 2012.

Traditions notwithstanding, Kane 

loved Elvis Presley and Frank Sinatra, 
according to his granddaughter. And 
when Waltzman told him she wanted to 
be a cantor, he was thrilled.

Her debut effort also included an-
other generation of her family: her two 
daughters, ages 3 and 5.

Though her musical education in-
cludes cantorial training at the Acad-
emy for Jewish Religion and gradu-
ate work in opera at the University of 
Southern California, she used her kids 
as a sounding board, and “they prefer 
when I sing in a more natural, lower key 
with a soothing sound.”

The songs they liked and sang back 
to her, she figured, stood a good chance 
of making the leap from the last genera-
tion to the next.

Waltzman hopes the album fills a 
void she experienced herself in trying 
to pass her grandfather’s musical inspi-
ration onto her kids: a lack of Hebrew 
music that both parents and kids will 
agree to listen to.

Her ardor for the classic texts is 
matched by Miller’s lifelong exploration 
of modern American music and jazz.

 

ASSISTED LIVING 

Holocaust to Hebrew: cantor’s album bridges generations, genres, families

Graphic/Courtesy Elisa Waltzman.

The cover of Elisa Waltzman’s album, “Reinvented: 
Hebrew Songs for Families.” 
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By Arona Mostov
I traveled to India this summer with a study abroad 

group from The Ohio State University. We focused on 
studying globalization, development, culture, and re-

ligion. I visited places of worship including Akshard-
ham Temple, the world’s largest Hindu temple com-
plex as well as Jama Masjid, India’s largest mosque. 
I joined in a community meal at Gurudwara Bangla 
Sahib, a Seikh temple in Delhi; and viewed the Bahai 
Lotus Temple. Surrounded as I was by religious diver-
sity, I had not yet witnessed a trace of my own religion. 

I was first introduced to the Jews of India several 
years ago when I attended Szarvas, an international 
Jewish camp in Hungary. At Szarvas, I met a delegation 
of Indian Jews who gave a presentation on their small 
Jewish communities. I was immediately intrigued. 

Some online research before my trip to India di-
rected me to Judah Hyam Hall, Delhi’s only synagogue. 
I traveled to Judah Hyam Hall by motor rickshaw with 
two friends on an oppressively humid Friday eve-
ning. I was greeted warmly by Rabbi Ezekiel Malekar. 
He smiled from the Bimah and related a story about 
a German writer who decided God surely must exist 
after witnessing Delhi’s notorious and chaotic traffic, 
which miraculously seems devoid of accidents. 

The congregation at Judah Hyam Hall was diverse; 
an excellent picture of India itself. A young Russian 
man and an elderly Indian man joined Rabbi Ezekiel in 
leading services. Ten congregants filled the small sanc-
tuary. As we sang familiar 
prayers in Hebrew, I could 
have easily been in Jeru-
salem, or Youngstown, or 
anywhere in the world. 
After a round of “Oseh 
Shalom,” Rabbi Ezekiel in-
vited us to the Bimah to be 
blessed. Before we left, he 
encouraged us to call him 

if we ever needed help while in India. 
A visit to a synagogue on the other side of the world 

does not come without its Jewish geography. A few 
summers ago, I went to Israel with BBYO. By chance, I 
discovered that one of my counselors on the trip, Roni, 
had also been to Szarvas, the camp in Hungary. As 
an Indian-American, Roni had been a counselor for 
the Indian delegation. Excited by the coincidence, we 
reminisced about our unique experiences during our 
summers at Szarvas. This past summer while in India, 
I posted a photo of Judah Hyam Hall on Facebook. 
Later, I checked the comments. “That synogague,” 
Roni had written. “Is named after my great-grandfa-
ther.” Roni’s last name is Hyam. 

This year at services, as I always do, I thought about 
the Jews around the world observing the High Holi-
days together. This year, however, I especially thought 
about the small collection of Jews in Delhi, India, as 
they come to pray together at Judah Hyam Hall. 

Ms. Mosov, daughter of Dr. Evelyn Abramson and 
Atty. Jan Mostov of Liberty, graduated from Ursuline High 
School in 2014. She is studying  international studies and 
Russian. After graduation, she may pursue a masters in 
development studies and later work for a government or 
non-profit organization.

10 out of 25 million: one student’s shabbat in Delhi

.,. -·- • DETOXIFY 
WhileyousleepBodyPure,lsanallnatir 
ralfootpad,dtslgnedtohelpdetoxify 
yoorbody. 

DETOXIFICATION CAN 
HELP TO ••• 

330·858·8587 
r7/U Sodom-Hutchings Rd., SE 

Vienna, OH 
www.moonhawkherbals.com 

• Diet Products
�
• Allergy Products
• Natural Supplements for
Overall Wellne$

• Diet Supplements
• Tonics by Jenn
• Products for RestlC$

I 
I 

�rJJJ''""""4 

With this coupon. Not valid with 
any other offer or specials. One 

coupon per customer. 
Expires on 11-30-15. 

713 Sodom-Hutchings Rd. SE Vienna, OH 
www.moonhawkherbals.com 

called in the state National Guard to bar 
the black students’ entry into the school. 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower sent 
the Army to protect the students, 

Ms. Brown-Trickey said, “We 
thought the white people would be cu-
rious about us. We didn’t expect thou-
sands of angry people yelling hate at us.

At 74, she says she hasn’t slowed 
down a bit. “I plan to work to my death 
to educate others.”

In addition to Ms. Brown-Trickey, Jeff 
Steinburg, who founded Sojourn to the 
Past, connected the Jewish community to 
the Civil Rights movement. He remind-
ed the audience that of the three young 
Civil Rights workers who were murdered 
in Mississippi, Andy Goodman and Mi-

chael Schwermer were Jewish. 
Peter A. Geffen, founder of the He-

schel School, in Manhattan and son-
in-law of Molly and Jerry Kessler, of 
blessed memory volunteered for King 
during the 1960s.

Sojourn to the Truth, though based 
in California, has an active group in 
the Mahoning Valley, that takes area 
high school students each spring along 
the path of the Civil Rights Movement 
through five states in the American 
south.

The mandate of the Federation’s Jew-
ish Community Relations Council is to 
protect, preserve, and promote a just, 
democratic and pluralistic American 
society,

Non Violence Week (continued from p. 2)
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Our goal at mvi HospiceCare is to ensure quality of 
life to those facing life limiting illness 

Pain & Symptom Management ● Volunteers 
Skilled Nursing • Social Services • Spiritual Support

Columbiana Regional OfficeYoungstown Regional Office
4891 Belmont Ave              

Youngstown, Ohio  44505     
330-759-9487 • 800-449-4(mvi)

 2350 E. State St., Suite H 
 Salem, Ohio 44460 

330-332-1272 • 866-849-4(mvi)

www.mvihomecare.com 

Youngstown Area Jewish Federation’s ‘Uplift’ lifts breast cancer awareness

Photo/Jewish Journal

Representing Yellow Brick Place in Cornersburg, which offers educational and support ser-
vices for cancer patients and their families are from left Marty Chandler of Poland; Morgan 
Weiss, Wendy Weiss, and Anna Aey, all of Canfield.

Federation

The Multi Purpose Room of the 
Jewish Community Center was trans-
formed into a sea of pink for Uplift: A 
Breast Cancer Awareness Event held 
there on Sept. 24.

Hundreds of women came to Uplift 
to hear about the current status of breast 
cancer diagnosis and treatment from 
keynote speakers Dr. Arthur Green-
baum, radiologist/oncologist at Valley-
Care Healthy Systems and Marla Sustin, 
CNP, University Hospitals.

As Dr. Greenbaum explained, he was 
not simply “giving a speech,” but actu-
ally telling the story of his life. He said 
that his young brother dying young be-
cause of fear. And that motivated him to 
changing careers — from a New York ad 
man to a physician who received his de-
gree at 39. 

He urged those in the audience to see 
their doctors early, “The battle has been 
won if you come in early because then 
we can deal with it,” he said.

Ms. Sustin, a certified nurse practi-
tioner, also wanted to share some good 
news about surviving breast cancer. She 
said that 80 percent of women diagnosed 
with the disease are alice five years later. 
“With new chemotherapies, advances in 
targeted hormonals, and other new treat-
ment options, mortality rates havie been 
declining since 1990,” she said.

But for many of the participants the 

most rewarding part of the evening was 
listening to the stories of the survivors 
at each table and then decorating bras 
to underscore the lifting of spirit when 
survivors can wear their bras freely.

The event was sponsored by the 
Youngstown Area Jewish Federation; 
The Jewish Community Center of 
Youngstown; The Thomases Family En-
dowment of the Youngstown Area Jew-
ish Federation; Hadassah International, 
Shelia Cornell, president: Mary Kay Rep-
resentative; Mercy Health’s Joanie Abdu 
Breast Care Center; Sharsheret, Yellow 
Brick Place, University Hospitals, Valley-
Care Health Systems, Temple El Emeth, 
Temple Ohev Tzedek, Congregation Ro-
def Sholom and Children of Israel.

Sharsheret, Hebrew for “chain,” is 
a national not-for-profit organization 
supporting young women and their 
families, of all Jewish backgrounds, fac-
ing breast cancer. Its mission is to of-
fer a community of support to women 
diagnosed with breast cancer or at in-
creased genetic risk, by fostering cultur-
ally relevant individualized connections 
with networks of peers, health profes-
sionals, and related resources. Yellow 
Brick Place aims to be the missing link 
between cancer treatments and recovery 
by nurturing the mind, body and spirit 
and offering resources and support to 
anyone touched by cancer in the Valley.

Coordinated by Darlene Muller and 
Sarah Wilschek of the Federation, the 
event was especially successful thanks 

Photo/Jewish Journal

Dr. Arthur Greenbaum.

(Continued on p. 24)

Ms. Sustin’s projected charts showed 
participants what to do to keep cancer from 
coming back and how to create a “survivor-
ship care plan.”
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Ohio state legislators visit Israel on trade development mission
A unique, bipartisan mission led by 

Ohio House Speaker Cliff Rosenberger 
and sponsored by The Negev Founda-
tion of Cleveland, brought 11 members 
of the Ohio House of Representatives 
and several economic development 
professionals to Israel. Delegates in-
cluded Speaker Rosenberger and Mi-
nority Leader Fred Strahorn as well as 
representatives Ron Amstutz (speaker 
pro tem), Tim Brown, Tim Derickson, 
Stephanie Kunze, Kirk Schuring, Nick 
Celebrezze (assistant minority leader), 
Kevin Boyce (minority whip), Nickie 
Antonio (assistant minority whip), and 
Rep. Denise Driehaus. 

Economic development leaders join-
ing for all or part of the mission includ-
ed Chris Gibbs, chairman of the Ohio-
Israel Agricultural Initiative; Richard 
Stoff, president & CEO of the Ohio 
Business Roundtable; Jeffrey Hoagland, 
president & CEO of the Dayton Devel-
opment Coalition; and Bret Dixon, the 
Clinton County economic and business 
development director.

The mission focused primarily on 

Israeli agribusiness and innovative agri-
cultural technologies, an area in which 
the Negev Foundation has broad exper-
tise. OIAI, a special project of The Ne-
gev Foundation and the only program 
of its kind in the United States, focuses 
exclusively on bridging opportunities in 
agricultural areas and food between Is-
rael and Ohio.

Negev Foundation President Sam 
Hoenig said, “The Negev Foundation 
is privileged and proud to have par-
ticipated in this historic mission. Our 
Ohio legislators recognize the vast op-
portunities that presented themselves in 
agriculture and agri-science based tech-
nologies as well as water conservation 
and purification. Israel excels and as we 
know, is a world leader in these areas. 

“We know that this will lead to en-
hanced collaboration and business pros-
pects between both regions.” he said

“It was an honor to join my col-
leagues from both sides of the aisle to 
make this special journey to Israel,” 
Speaker Rosenberger (R-Clarksville) 
said. “Having the opportunity to experi-

ence Israeli culture and to have various 
discussions on how we can better cul-
tivate agricultural and business collabo-
rations between our state and Israel was 
a valuable accomplishment.”

The delegation met with startups and 
small businesses looking to do business 
in and possibly relocate to Ohio. In ad-
dition, the group met with larger corpo-
rations already active in Ohio, includ-
ing IAI, which has done over $1 billion 
in business in Wilmington and Teva, a 
leading pharmaceutical company that 
has operations in southwest Ohio. 

They also had the chance to speak 
with business leaders and U.S. Embassy 
staff. The delegation also had the chance 
to speak with Uri Ariel, Israel’s Minister 
of Agriculture and Rural Development, 
as well as a senior staff team at their 
main research center. 

The group also visited other research 
centers and cattle farms — including 
one that raises Red Angus birthed from 
frozen embryos shipped from Ohio. 
Discussions included the relaxation of 
restrictions on beef imports, ways to 
utilize Israel’s leading-edge water tech-
nologies, and best practices in crop 
growing for better yield, taste, or limited 
use of chemicals. 

Minority Leader Fred Strahorn (D-
Dayton) said, “I am very pleased that 
Ohio lawmakers from both parties were 
able to come together for such an im-
portant mission and experience. Culti-
vating strong relationships with Israeli 
leaders and establishing a deeper cul-
tural understanding between Ohio and 
Israel is critical to the success of our 
business and agricultural partnerships. I 
think everyone walked away with a pro-
found sense of purpose and a resolve to 
strengthen our international exchanges 
going forward,” he said.

Security briefings, visits to holy sites 
and a tour of Yad Vashem culminating 
in the laying of a wreath in the Hall of 
Remembrance by both the speaker and 
leader rounded out the trip. 

The group also held several political 
meetings which were facilitated by both 
the Israeli Consul General and Ohio 
Jewish communities. These included a 
meeting with the former president, and 
Nobel Laureate, Shimon Peres, who was 
presented with an OSU jersey with the 

number 9, signifying his being the ninth 
president of Israel. In addition to Mr. 
Peres, meetings were held at the Foreign 
Ministry with several staffers as well 
meetings with various opposition mem-
bers of the Knesset: Ksenia Sevetlova 
(Zionist Union), Michael Oren (Kula-
nu), himself a former ambassador to the 
United States, and the former Minister 
of Finance, Yair Lapid (Yesh Atid).  

Each political meeting touched on 
the Iranian threat as well as the BDS 
movement, which has gained some 
traction on college campuses across the 
United States, including in Ohio. The 
political meetings also included mo-
ments of hope: Michael Oren discussed 
the paradoxes of the ancient land which 
boasts some 200 R&D centers for For-
tune 500 companies.

The delegation visited some of the 
programs that Ohio’s various Jewish fed-
erations support across Israel, including 
MAKAM, which helps at-risk youth to 
complete basic training and succeed in 
the army, as well as Israeli-Jordanian 
cross-border economic development 
work in the Beit Shean region

In addition, delegates visited the Je-
rusalem campus of HUC-JIR, which is 
headquartered in Cincinnati, for a tra-
ditional Sabbath dinner. 

“The chance to see Israel at the Si-
nai and to stare down from the Golan 
Heights as well as to meet with ministers 
and members of both the government 
and the opposition offered delegates a 
first-hand view of Israel and its politics. 
They saw areas where there is sharp dis-
agreement, and likewise, arenas of total 
unity. These relationships with leaders 
and policymakers last a lifetime, and 
the benefits to Ohio and Israel are for 
the long term. Of course, the chance to 
see some of the work Ohio’s Jewish fed-
erations and philanthropists are doing 
in Israel is inspiring and provides more 
opportunities to work together back 
home,” said Howie Beigelman, execu-
tive director of Ohio Jewish communi-
ties, who participated in the mission on 
behalf of Ohio’s eight Jewish federations.

No taxpayer funds were used for the 
mission. Elected officials contributed 
a portion of the cost, with the balance 
covered by the Negev Foundation, a 
nonprofit with 501c3 status.

year the contest is expanding its reach. 
“We’re now accepting entries from 
Ashtabula, Mahoning, Stark, Trum-
bull and Wayne counties,” says Allen. 
Eligible students are invited to submit 
a 500-word essay in response to one of 
two questions:

Grades 6-10 - Describe a time when 
you or someone you know chose silence 
or inaction over speaking up in a diffi-
cult or uncomfortable situation. What 
was the harm in not doing or saying 
anything? What did you learn from that 
experience and how will that knowledge 
influence your actions in the future?

Grades 11 & 12 -  Describe an obsta-
cle you or someone you know has faced 
in being accepted. What qualities does it 
take to break down barriers? What have 
you done and what actions will you take 
in the future to help create a more inclu-
sive community?

“This scholarship competition is so 
important to furthering our mission,” 
explains Maltz Museum executive di-
rector Ellen Rudolph. “These students 
are out there in our community every 
day modeling the values this Museum 

stands for: the importance of individual 
actions and a healthy respect and ap-
preciation for the diversity of the hu-
man experience.” This is critical, asserts 
Rudolph, because as last year’s Youth 
Speak Out First Runner-Up Apoorva 
Vallampati of Aurora High School 
wrote in her essay, “We simply cannot 
afford the merciless ransom that indif-
ference demands.”

The deadlines for Youth Speak Out 
entries are Friday, Dec. 4, 2015 for stu-
dents in grades 6-10 and Friday, January 
22, 2016 for 11-12th graders. Twenty-
five finalists will be recognized and win-
ners will be determined at an Awards 
Ceremony on Thursday, April 21, 2016.

Stop the Hate®: Youth Speak Out is 
presented by the Maltz Museum with 
the generous support of Cleveland Clin-
ic, Dealer Tire and Nordson Corpora-
tion. Teachers are invited to implement 
Stop the Hate® as a classroom project.  
For inspiration, deadlines, past win-
ning essays, related Museum tours and 
complete rules, visit maltzmuseum.org/
stop-the-hate and follow @stoptheha-
teUS on Twitter.

Maltz essay contest  (continued from p. 14)



24 The Jewish Journal Monthly Magazine November 2015 

Listen. Help. Heal.

A Catholic healthcare ministry serving Ohio and Kentucky 

Cincinnati | Irvine | Lima | Lorain | Paducah | Springfield | Toledo | Youngstown

Choosing a Mercy Health Physician is one of the healthiest choices you 

can make. We are more than your doctors, we are partners in your 

long-term health. We listen, help and heal, and we are there when you 

need us most. Because caring for you, your family and the ones you 

love — this is what we were meant to do.

To find a physician like Dr. Bunevich in your area, 
call 877-654-8594 or visit mercy.com

“This is what I  
was meant to do.” 
Jared Bunevich, DO 
Howland Ear, Nose and Throat

to the efforts of com-
mittee members:
Andi Baroff
Sally Blau
Nancy Burnett
Sherri Clayman
Shelia Cornell 
Mary Lou Finesilver 
Alice Franklin
Talia Hagler
Florence Harshman
Courtney Lockshaw 
Claudia Moss
Kathy Marini 
Jenn McNeil 
Rochelle Miller
Beverly Nathan 
Phyllis Oresky
Irena Perlman
Dorothy Schwebel
Nancy Sentelik
Louise Shultz
Janine Silverman
Wendy Weis

The event was catered 
by Station Square.

Uplift event  (continued from p. 22)

Kravitz Deli is offering ‘Inspired Catering”
When Jack Kravitz talks about his 

new “Inspired Catering,” he’s not just 
pointing to the unique dishes that his 
kitchen is creating. 

“Inspired Catering” is actually the 
name of Kravitz’s latest initiative: a fully 
realized catering establishment that 
encompasses such thematics as “Olde 
World specialties,” “Mediterranean deli-
cacies,” Asian and Latin fusion cuisines.”

With his event planner Patty Ry-
darowicz and Chef Chris Pinter, what 
ever a client can imagine can probably 
be served at private homes, the Jewish 
Community Center, the Tyler History 
Center, and other facilities.

Kravitz said, “We wanted to expand 
Valley party traditions while being true  
to its ethnic roots. For more informa-
tion, call 330 881-8081.
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Chef Cris Pinter has created many of the 
new dishes on the “Inspired Catering” menu.


